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tleman connected with the department in that in- 
stitution of ethics and morals, gets a salary of 
$2,000. Why should he geta greater salary than 
the professor of drawing? I know of no morals 
taught in any of the schools of the land, that are 
not contained in the law books. I consider that 
the professor of drawing should receiv e at least 
$2,000. | will not say that he should receive more 
than that. 

Mr. BAYLY. It is true, as the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. Evans] says, that some of 
these professors make money by writing books. 
But they cannot make a great deal by it, because 
| believe book-making is not a very profitable 
pusiness. The professor of drawings while not 
engaged in his duties, paints pictures. He can 
make as many pictures as he pleases, and sell as 
many a8 he can find purchasers for. Among 
other things, he painted the beautiful picture in 


the Rotundo, for which, | believe Congress paid | 


him $5,000. - 

Mr. EVANS wished to withdraw his amend- 
ment, With the consent of the committee, so as to 
make the sum $2,000; but objection being made, 
leave was not granted. 

The question was then taken upon theamend- 
ment of Mr. Evans, and it was decided in the 
negative. 

Mr. CHANDLER offered the following ameu- 
ment: 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, Thatin the Board of 
Visitors to the Military Academy at West Point, New 
York, provided for in the act of Congress approved August 
8, 1846, the number of members actually serving in the mili- 
tia may, at the discretion of the President of the United 
States, be limited to two; and that the President of the United 
States be authorized to attach to said board, as members 
thereof, whenever he may think that the public serviee will 
be benefited thereby, officers of experiencein the Army and 
Navy ofthe United States, in number not to exceed two 
from each branch of the service, anything in said act to 
the contrary notwith standing. 

Mr. BAYLY made a point of order against the 
amendment that it went to change the existing 
law. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved to strike out a por- 
tion of the bill, (not distinetly heard by the Re- 
paiet 4 
Mr. BURT. If the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. Marsuaty] would allow him, he desired to 
say to the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, that the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Senrenany 
came from the Committee on Military Affairs, an 
he thought, out of respect to that committee, we 
ought to entertain the amendment. He trusted 
that the point of order would be withdrawn, that 
the amendment might be considered by the House. 

Mr. CHANDLER said, the Se niiiadla was of 
the very highest importance. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY. Theamendment has been 
decided to be out of order, and I object to return- 
ing to that paragraph. 

he CHAIRMAN has already decided the 
amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved to strike out from 
the bill the appropriation of $500 for practical in- 
struction in field engineering. He made this mo- 
tion because the seqermants was utterly useless. 

Mr. BAYLY. I beg to say to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Marsua.u,] that I appre- 
hend that he does not entirely understand the 
objects of the appropriation. The engineering de- 
partment recommend, in very earnest terms, that 
the cadets at West Point should reeeive practical 
instructions in engineering and ditching, gs their 
instructions at present are only theoretical. They 
desire us to purchase the requisite tools, timber, 
&e., so that the cadets may receive practical in- 
struction in these necessary branches. We should 
give them these necessary tools, so that, in case 
of another war, the ditches will not be put on the 
wrong side. It is with a view of giving them 
practical instruction on this point—not merely the- 
oretical—that we should favor this proposition. 
It is-for this reason that I think this provision 
would he. proper. 
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Mr. MARSHALL. I never was a graduate 
of West Point who put the ditch on the wrong 
side. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Mar- 
sHALL’s amendment, and it was not agreed to 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, moved to add to the bill the fol 
lowing section: 

** Be it further enacted, That in the Bourd of Visitors to 
the Military Academy at West Point. New York, provided 
for in the act of Congress approved August 1S, 1346, the 
number of members actually serving in the nitlitig may, at 
the discretion of the President of the United States, be lim 
ited to two; and that the President of the United States be 
authorized to attach to said board, as members thereof, 
whenever he may think the public service will be benefited 
thereby, officers of experience in the Army and Navy of the 
United States,in number not to-exceed two from each 
brauch of the service, anything in said act te the contrary 
notwithstanding.’’ 

Mr. C. I take occasion to say, when the law 
was passed instructing the President to select a 
certain number of officers from the militia of the 
United States, to rep8rt in regard to the schools 
under the charge of the Government, the state of 
things wes something different from what it is at 
present. That arm of the national service is not 
now able to supply so many men to examine and 
report upon the state of affairs at West Point as it 
was then. We have alsoa Naval School at Annap- 
olis, and it would be an extremely good thing, | 
maintain, if the professors in that school were 
from time to time called upon to visit West Point, 
that they might compare the regulations, instruc- 
tions, and studies pursued there one with the 
other, and see how far the studies of one school 
would apply to the other.. It is a very difficult 
matter for the President of the United States, in 
selecting the board of annual visitors to West 
Point, to find six persons attached to the militia 
of the State to which they belong, competent to 
render any essential service to that committee. | 
hope, therefore, this amendment will pass. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY. Irisetoa point of order 
upon the amendment. I do not think this amend- 
ment can be made to this appropriation bill. The 
bill is not to make laws for the government of the 
President in the selection of a board of visitors; its 
object is to pay these men for services rendered in 
pursuance of the laws heretofore passed. | think, 
therefore, this amendment of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Cuanpter} would not be in 
order as a new paragraph. It is not certainly in 
order as a separate a distinct section to this 
bill. 

The CHAIRMAN thinks the point of order to 
be well taken, and therefore rules the amendment 
to be out of order. 

Mr. BURT. L appeal from the decision of the 
Chair, and it is with geeut respect and deference 
that I do this. I merely want to say a word 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is not 
debatable. 

Mr. BURT. Will the Chair allow me to make 
a single suggestion? By looking into the rules in 
relation to the appropriation bills, you will find 
that there is nothing to prevent such a proposition 
as this from being entertained. 

The CHAIRMAN will remind the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Burt,]} that on a former 
oecasion, when the gentleman himself was in the 
Chair, I offered an amendment as chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, which was ruled 
out of order, for the same reasons which the Chair 
has now ruled this amendment out of order, be- 





| cause it contained an appropriation which was not 


authorized under the existing laws. 

Mr. BURT. Notat all. The cases are very 
different, in my opinion. The amendment was 
then ruled out of order, because it contained an 
appropriation which was not authorized under ex- 


| isting, laws. The amendment now offered does 


not make an appropriation. 

The question was then taken upon the appeal, 
and the decision of the Chair sustained. 

Mr. CHANDLER offered an amendment, as a 


_ separate section to the bill, as follows: 


Sec. 2, Beit further enacted, That from and after the 
thirty-first day of June, 1851, the pay or allowance for each 
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' eadet in the Military Academy shall be twenty-eight dollars 


a month ; any existing law, or part of a law, to the con 
trary notwithstanding 

Mr.C. said: The compensation of the cadets has 
been reduced by @ recent act to $24 per month, 
Their expenses for books, board, washing, and 
various other expenses which are necessary, must 
exceed that sum. It has been the policy of this 
Government to introduce into the West Point 
Academy the sons of poor parents—to find young 
men of genius in the lower ranks of life, as they 
are called, and to give them the advantages of this 
national instruction. 

Mr. CARTTER. [ wish to inquire of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. CHanpier,]) 
whether the Government has any great difficulty 
in procuring cadets? 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Government, I am 
happy to say, has nothing to do with supplymg 
cadets for West Point. It is a duty devolved upon 
members of Congress. 1 will state, for my part, 
that I find great difficulty in selecting from the 
great number of worthy applicants. I desire to 
say furtiver, that the sons of rich parents deposit 
a sum necessary to meet their annual expenses 
This places the poor boys in a very unpleasan! 
situation. The small sum which is proposed by 
this amendment to be added to their pay, will not 
enable them to meet more than necessary ex 
penses. IT ask it as a Democratic principle, that 
you should make this addition of $4 to their pres 
ent pay. 


Mr. MecGAUGHEY. I desire to say that I 


think $24 per month is amply suificient to meet» 


all the necessary expenses of the boys at that 
Academy. 1 think it is about time to inquire into 
the abuses which exist there. There is no neces 
sity for an increase. A boy can be educated there 
or at any other school for $24 per month, and if 
it is a fact that they do spend more than that, 
there is an abuse of some fund in the institution 
among the boys, which will not add either to their 
intelligence or their morality. I think it would be 
much more proper, instead of increasing the pay 
of these boys for the purpose of economizing theu 
extravagant expenses, that we should take neces 
sary steps to hunt into and ascertain what is the 
reason of this unnecessary expenditure of the pub 
lic money. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
|Mr. CHANDLER] has spoken of his great troubl 
in making a selection of applicants for this Acad- 
emy. Sir, that trouble does not arise from th: 
want of applicants, but rather from the number of 
them. This is a position which is anxiously, 
sought after in ev ery portion of the country. The 
only difficulty is in making the selections out of 
the great number of applicants. I do not believe 
there is a Congressional district in the country 
where there are not ten applicants to one vacancy 
under existing laws. I understand by a gentleman 
on my left, that he has received twenty-five appli 
cations this day. Now when we have so many 
applications with the pay we now allow, where is 
the necessity or propriety of increasing the com 
pensation, the effect of which will be to increase 
the number of youths who are looking to this in- 
stitution for their education by hundreds. Now, 
IL am in favor of encouraging these youths to look 
to themselves for their education, and not to the 
Government. For my own part, I am not willing 
that my constituents should look upon this insti- 
tution as a means of their education. 

But it is said you must do this for the purpose 
of educating the poor. My God! can all the poor 
in this country be educated at the Military Acad- 
emy? Do you want to take all the poor youths 
in the country, and turn them into the disreputable 
business of throat-cutting? At least, does this 
proposition come with good grace from the Rep- 
| resentative of the city of Brotherly Love? I want 
these young men, when they come to this Acad- 
emy, to receive a small allowance. {f want them 
to learn economy, as well as science. I do not 
want them to be brought up to luxury and extrav- 
agance, and thus destroy usefulness forall military 
purposes. I want to put astop to this, and let the 

young men of the country look to their own exer- 















































































610 


tiona for their education, and not to this Govern- 


ment. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland. 


= 
and insert ** 29, 


— 


I move to strike 


out 28” 


The centleman from Indiana, (Mr. McGaveuey,] | 


considering his talent, which is well known in this 


House, has shown an extraordinary degree of in- | 


He | 


apiness in his argument upon this subject. 
seems to suppose that the young men themselves 
are allowed this mone 
They are not allowe 
home—— 

Mr. McGAUGHEY. 
such assumption. 
Government to ferret into and ascertain the abuses 
which exist. 
them. 

Mr. EVANS. The sum which has been al- 
lowed to these cadets has been $28 per month 
from the foundation of that Academy until theyear 
1846, when the Government cut it down to the 
present rate of $24. 
man from Indiana speaks of a gentleman at his 
left receiving twenty-five applications. This may 
be, but it does not affect the principle atall. Each 
person who enters the Acadamy is required to de- 
posit $75 to defray his nesessary expenses for 
school books and other purposes, 


Mr. MARSHALL. 


I proceeded upon no 


cadet to deposit $75. 
Mr. EVANS. Whenthe honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Marsnaut] was there, the 


cadets were paid $28 per month. 


Now, sir, [ have a letter before me which I have | 


just received from a gentleman, stating that out of 
the two hundred and forty-five cadets who are 


there, two hundred and fifteen of them are chil- | 


dren of indigent parents. 

The sons of rich men do not require this addi- 
tional $4 per month. There may be regulations 
against allowing them any money, but the rich 


will send money to them, whatever may be the 


regulations, while the poor get none in this manner. 
This causes a jealousy, and ill-feeling among 
them. Now, I believe this additional $4 per month 


will do no more than to provide for them to live | 


economically, and TI ho 

{Here the hammer fe 

Mr. 
amendment. 

Objection was made, 

Mr. CHANDLER. I believel have the right 
to oppose the amendment. I wish only to say a 
word in reply to an imputation cast upon me by 
the honorable gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Me- 
Gaveinry,] in relation to my course as a Represent- 
ative from the city of ** Brotherly Love.’’ 

Mr. CARTTER rose toa point of order, 


+ it will be allowed. 
1.] 


Mr. CHANDLER said it was dificult to get | 


wm order. 

The CHAIRMAN said the gentleman would 
sroceed in order, 

Mr, CHANDLER. The imputation cast upon 
me asa Representative from the city of “Brotherly 
Love’’ is notan imputation against me, but against 
the Speaker of the House, who has twice selected 
the representative of the Quaker merchants of 
Philadelphia as a member of the Military Com- 
mittee. Under these circumstances, how could I 
be otherwise than a military man? 


Mr. MORSE moved that the committee rise. | 


Loud cries of No! no! from all parts of the Hall. 
The question was taken, and resulted—19 in the 
affirmative, and 72in the negative—no quorum 
voting. 


Mr. McGAUGHEY appealed to the gentleman 


from Louisiana [Mr. Morse] to withdrew his | 


motion, 
Mr. MORSE refused to withdraw. 


Tellers were demanded and ordered, and Messrs. | 


Surrrserp and SaAwre.ie were appointed. 
The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 76, noes 25—no quorum voting, 
Loud * Cries of call the roll !’’} 
Mr. BURT. 


ness. 
Mr. MORSE. 
ing to dinner. 
Mr. BURT. I submit to the Chair that a mo- 
tion to rise does not require a quorum either for 
the committee to rise or refuse to rise. I submit 


I withdraw the motion. I am 


= 


to spend as they choose. | 
to draw any money from | 


I said it was the duty of the | 


I know that money is not allowed | 


Now, sir, the learned gentle- | 


I would like to know | 
when this law was made, which required the || 


EVVNS asked leave to withdraw his || 


I hope the gentleman from Lou- | 
isiana (Mr. Morse] will withdraw his motion, | 
and allow the committee to proceed with their busi- | 
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ith, and it was ordered to be 
or the use of the Senate. 


MEMORIALS AND PRTITIONS. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have three memorials, very 
numerously signed by citizens of Sedgwick in 
the Penobscot collection district, asking that Sede. 
wick may be made a port of entry, and the office 
of deputy collector established there, as a point 
most convenient for all concerned. 

I have also two others, very numerously signed 
one from Deer Isle, and the other from’ Brooks. 
ville, asking for the same object; and I desire to 
say in connection that these petitioners are of the 
section of the State in which I reside, and there- 
fore [ am very well apprised of the inconvenience 
which they suffer from their present locality; by: 
[ may take this occasion to say that the advanced 
stage of the session will, I fear, preclude the pos- 
sibility of any final action. I ask that they may 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

They wege so referred. 

Mr. BERRIEN submitted an additional docy- 
ment in relation to the claim of Jane Irwin, daugh- 
ter and heir of Jared Irwin; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. SOULE, ordered that Earn- 
est Eude, Clement Duhammel, and Joseph Der- 
bis, have leave to withdraw their papers, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which was referred the resolution 
of the Seas directing an inquiry into the pro- 
priety of providing by law, pursuant to the ree- 
ommendation of President Polk in his message of 

the 7th December, 1847, in relation to the claim 

of certain Spanish subjects in the Amistad case, 

submitted an elaborate report, which was ordered 

to be printed, accompanied by a bill to indemnify 

the master and owners of the Spanish schooner 

Amistad; which was read and ordered to a second 
| reading. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to which was referred the joint 
resolution from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of John H. Horne, reported back the 
same without amendment, and recommended its 
| passage. 7 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of citizens of the United 
States emigrating to California, asking that the 
| Council Bluffs Ferry Company may be authorized 


| with great deference to the Chair that, as be mo- | 
|| tion to rise is withdrawn, the Clerk need not pro- 
| ceed with the call of the roll. 

| The CHAIRMAN. The rule provides that the 
committee must rise when there is found to be no 
| quorum present. The tellers have decided by a 
»revious vote that there was no quorum present. 
Phe Clerk will proceed to call the roll. 

Mr. STANLY asked the Committee of Ways 
and Means to take notice, that of the nineteen gen- 
tlemen who voted that the rommittee rise, every 
|, one were Democrats. 

Mr. BAYLY. I cannot help that. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY. For the purpose of get- 
ting rid of this difficulty, | move to suspend the 
call of the roll. I think it can be suspended, and 
the committee proceed to business by unanimous 

|; consent., 

The CHAIRMAN, Thecall of the roll can be 
suspended, and the committee proceed to business 
by unanimous consent. 

Objection was made. 

The call of the roll was then continued. 

The committee then rese, and, the Speaker hav- 
' ing resumed the chair, the chairman reported the 
absentees to the House. 

On motion by Mr. McGAUGHEY, the House 
adjourned. 


was dispensed w 
printed f 


PETITIONS, ke. 

The following petitions, memorials, &e., were presented 
under the rule. and referred to appropriate committees : 

By Mr. BENNETT: The petition of James Sweet and 
others, of Otsego county, New York, for additional compen- 
sation as assistant marshal. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The memorial of 
William H. Maxwell and sundry other citizens, praying for 
the establishment of a line of four- horse post coaches from 
Jonesboro’, Tennessee, to Charlotte, North Carolina, &c. 

By Mr. BRISBIN: The petition of John Daniel, Joel 
Rarnes, George Gelatt, and Moses Tufler, surviving soldiers 
of the war of the Revolution, asking the passage of a law 
giving to revolutionary soldiers of all grades bounty landsin 
proportion to the length of time they were in actual ser- 
vice. 

Ry Mr. ROSE: The petition of E. R. Dean, J. McCleary, 
D. D. Spencer, and other citizens of Livingston county, 
New York, praying additional compensation to deputy 
marshals. ” 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of John 
Wagner, of Washington city, praying compensation for 
certain work done in the year 1849, in the Capitol. ! 
|| Also, the petition of E. Bulkley and 142 others, citizens 
of Mississippi, praying the right of way and a grant of land || 
|| to the Gainesville railroad, in the State of Mississippi. 
| By Mr. ROSS: The petition of John 8. Bryan, Charles 
‘| H. Mason, and 30 other citizens of Bucks county, Pennsyl- | 
'| vania, asking for the same quantity of bounty land for the | } wader : : 
|| volunteers of 1812, as was given to the soldiers of the Mex- || to establish ferries over the Elk Horn river and the 
|| ican war. |, Loupe Fork of the Platte river, asked to be dis- 
|| By Mr. SIBLEY: The petition of J. P. Wilson and 97 |} z . . . ; 
| others, for an appropriation of $10,000, to remove obstruc- || charged from the further consideration of thesame; 
| tions in the navigation ofthe Mississippi river between Fort || Which was agreed to. e : 
| Snelling and St. Anthony’s Falis. Also, from the same committee, to which was 
| referred the preamble and resolution of the Legis- 
lature of Iowa in favor of the purchase of the In- 
‘ ar dian titles in Nebraska, and the removal of the In- 

Wepnespar, February 19, 1851. dians from that Territory, asked to be discharged 

A message was received from the President of || from the further consideration of the same; which 
the United States, communteating a further report || was agreed to. 
from the Secretary of the Treasury in compliance |, Mr. JONES from the Committee on Pensions, 
with a resolution of the Senate of the 28th ultimo, |! to which was referred the memorial of Mary 
calling for copies of all correspondence in relation || Morris Foote, asked to be discharged from the 
to the seizure of the British ship Albion, for an || further consideration of the same, and that, it be 
alleged violation of the revenue laws, by the col- || referred to the Committee of Claims; which was 
lector of the district of Oregon; which was laid | agreed to. 
on the table and ordered to be printed. || Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the || Judiciary, to which was referred three petitions 
body a communication from the Treasury Depart- || from citizens of the State of Pennsylvania, ask- 
ment, made in compliance with a resolution of the || ing the repeal of the late act of Congress provi- 
Senate submitted by Mr. Crase on the 15th in- || ding for the recapture of fugitive slaves, ,was 1n- 
stant, calling for the amount of stock of the Louis- || structed by the committee to report that it deemed 
ville and Portland Canal Company subscribed for | any legislation inexpedient, and asked to be dis- 
by the United States, &c. The Secretary states | charged from the further consideration of the same; 
that the original capital of said company was di- || which was agreed to. : 
vided into six thousand shares of $100 each, agree-|| Mr. FOOTE, from the Committee on Foreign 
ably to the charter granted in 1895 by the State of | Relations, to which was referred the memorial of 
Kentucky, which by an act of that Legislature of | A. P. Brittingham, asking compensation for a ves- 
1829 was increased one thousand shares, making || sel seized and condemned by the Mexican author- 
the whole capital $700,000, under which the canal | ities in the rom 1835, reported that the committee 
was completed and opened on the 22d December, || had Ziven the subject all the consideration in Its 
1830. On the original stock the United States | power, and had come to the conclusion to ask to 
subscribed one thousand shares in 1825, and after- ,. be discharged from its further consideration; which 
wards under the act of Congress of 2d March, | was agreed to. ; 

1829, the United States subscribed one thousand Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
three hundred and thirty-five shares, which had | merce, to which was referred the m of the 
been forfeited by individual subscribers from want | President, and a resolution of the Senate in rela- 
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| 
| 
' 
| 


| of confidence in the success of the enterprise, for | tion to making more effective provision by law to 
which two thousand three hundred and thirty-five | prevent the employment of American vessels in the 
|| shares there was paid in money $233,500. ' slave trade, reported a bill concerning the inter- 
‘| Qn motion by Mr. ATCHISON the reading | course and trade of vessels of the pited States 











with certain places on the eastern and western 
anaats of Africa, and for other purposes; which 
was read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
soe, to whieh was referred the resolution of the 


nv ; , ' ; 
Sonate inquirene inte the expediency of purchasing 
for the use of the Senate conies of the surveys of 


die Bay of San Francisco, reported the following 


racointion, which was read: 
re 

n tre? That the Seeretary ofthe Senate be anthorized 
and dtreeted fo pure>ase one thousand copies of t 


acthe Rav of San Praneiseo and adiacent waters, 


he charts 
with the 


sviting directions, by Commander C. Ringgold, af the United 
Gates Navy, at 2 price not exer ding four dollars per set, 
oar hal to bh» distributed equally amongst the Senators: 
ane fourth svith the Seeretary oo the Navy. @ the use ofthe 
Navy; ard the oher fourth to he deposited with the Seere 


tiry ofthe Treasury, to be by him disposed of as he shal! 
direet 

On the motion of Mr. GWIN, the resolution 
was considered and agreed to. 


BRANCH MINT IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. EWING, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the bill to establish a branch 
Mint of the United States in California, reported 
back the some with an amendment, 

Mr. GWIN. I hone that bill will he now put | 
upon its nassige. Tt has nassed the Senate here- 
tofore, and therefore I do not apprehend any de- | 
bate will arse unon it. . 

Mr. EWING. I desire that the amendment 
moy be read and that the bill may be now con- 
sidered. 

Mr. FOOTE. Is it likely to lead to any de- 
bate? 

Mr. EWING. T think not. 

Mr. FOOTE. If it will T must object, for IT 
have very urgent business to bring before the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to inquire whether 
this is the svme bill as was passed by the Senate 
a short time aca, and if so, I desire to know how 
it came here avain. 

Mr. GWIN. The portion in relation to the 
branch at New York hos been stricken out. | 
Mr. WALKER. Then it is not the same bill. 
Mr. RUSK. The Senate has heen for several 
davs eneaged on an important bill of which it is 
desirable to disnose, and with the disnosition of 
whieh, I fear, the consifleration of this bill will 

interfere, I must therefore object. 

Objection being made the bill was not considered. | 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 


Mr. FOOTE. I move the postponement of the 
farther morning business that the Senate may go 
into executive session. I have delayed making 
the motion for several mornings, to avoid interfer- 
ing with other matters, but Imow assure the Sen- 
ate that an exeentive session is indispensably ne- | 
cessary. A session of some fifieen or twenty 
minutes will be all that will be necessary, but | 
there are matters of imperious urgency that re- 
quire it. 

Mr. YULEE. I would inquire from the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi if there is any urgent neces- 
sity to induce the Senate to go into executive ses- 
sion at the present moment, and whether it would 
not do as well at a later period of the dav? 

Mr. FOOTE. I have experimented unon the 
plan suggested by the Senator from Florida, and 
T have not found it to answer. If it were not an 
urgent matter I would not have made the motion. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope the motion will not be 
agreed to, as the Senate can go into executive 
session at a later period of the day. We can de- 
vote an hour or two to the Post Office bill now, 
and afterwards transact executive business as 
we'll as atthe present moment. I beg to remind 
the Senate, toa, that there are but ten working 
days leftto us of the session, and I hone they will 
be given to the dispatch of business, of which we 
have an immense amount before us. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Iam not aware of the object 
of the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, but I hope, on his statement that there is 
a necessity for it, the Senate wif not refuse to go 
mto executive session for a few minutes. 

_ The vote was taken, and there appeared to be 23 
in the affirmative and 14 in the negative. 

Mr. CHASE called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. CHASE, I will state, as a reason for my | 
objection, that if we go into the consideration of | 
eXecutive business we shall necessarily postpone | 
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action on the cheap postage bill through the entire 
day. ' 

Mr. BADGER, Notat all. 

Mr. CHASE. The adoption of this motion, it 
appears to me, will be equivalent to a resolution to 
put off that bill for another day, at a period of the 
session when every lay is 80 Important, 

Mr. FOOTE. The honerable Senator fram 
Ohio could not have heard my explanation. I said 
it was impossible that the business could occupy 
more than fifleen or twenty minutes, and vet he 
seems to think that it will occupy the whole dav. 
How he could indulge in such imaginings I am at 
aloss to understand. And Iam equally at a loss 
to understand how he can imagine that nobody is 
interested in cheap postage but himself. ‘ 

Mr. CHASE. The honorable Senator says the 
executive husiness will not oceuny more than fit- 
teen or twenty minutes. hat is a reason why 
the motion should not be adopted: for whv shon!d 
the morning business be interrupted and the galle- 
ries disturbed, when the executive business can 
be quite as well done at the close of the dav? 

Mr. DODGE, of Towa. IT think the Senator 
from Mississippi has lost sight of his usual cour- 
tesy on this occasion. Tam utterly confounded 
and astonished that he should still persist in his 
motion. Tam certajp that he cannot have looked 
at the galleries, or he would not have done so. 

Mr. FOOTE. The honorable Senator from 
Towa is mistaken. J] most assured!y did look at 
the galleries, and I reeret that Tam compelled, by 
an imperious duty, to disrerard those tender con- 
siderations. I hone that willbe considered by the 
Senator as conclusive proof of the extreme neces- 
sitv of the case. 

Mr. DODGE, of Towa. I hope the Senate, by 
common consent, will agree to have an executive 
session at the close of the day. 

Mr. GWIN. T have heard that course sue- 
cested hefore, and T have always found it to fail. 
I hope the Senate will now ea into executive ses- 
sion. 4d have for many days been trying to get an 
executive session at the close of the day, and have 
not succeeded, 

Mr. BORLAND. I think the suevestions of 
the Senator from Towa, and the Senator from Ohio, 
are of great weight. If,fifteen or twenty minutes 
are all that are required hy the business alluded to 
hy the Senator from Mississippi, I think that 
they should not be taken at this time, but at the 
close of the doy’s session. 

Mr. FOOTE. 
there will then be a quorum present? 

Mr. BORLAND. If, however, the Senator 
from Mississinni says that a crisis has arr'ved in 
our public affairs which requires the immediate at- 
tention of the Senate, I will vote for his motion. 

But unless the business is of such a nature that 
we cannot postpone it until the close of the day, I 
shall be opposed to going into executive session 
at this time. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and re- 


| sulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger. Rell, Berrien, But- 
ler, Clav, Clemens, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dick 
inson, Ewing, Felch, Foote. Gwin, Mason, Miller, Pearce, 
Phelps, Seward, Smith. Tarnev, Underwood, Upham, 
Wales. Whitcomb, and Vulee—26. 

NAVYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Rorland, Bradbury, 
Cass, Chase, Davis of Mississippi. Dawson. Dayton, Dodae 
of Wisconsin. Dodge of Towa, Douglas, Downs, Harlin, 
Jones, King, Norris, Pratt, Rhett, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, 
Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, and Walker—6. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. MASON submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate a copy of General Order No. 27, 
dated 27th December, 1850, by which Brevet Colonel J. 
Plympton, lieutenant colonel of the seventh infantry, was 
assigned to duty according to his brevet rank, whilst sta- 
tioned at Jefferson barracks, and under which he was as- 
signed to the command at that po-t, and that he inform the 
Senate whether by virtue of said order an officer then in 
command of the post at Jefferson barracks of superior rank 
in the line of the army to Brevet Colonel Plympton, was eu 
perseded ; and if so, that he further inform the Senate under 
what law said order was issued, or if under a rule or regu- 
lation of the army, that he’ communicate the same to the 
Senate, together with all correspondence or other docu- 
ments connected with said order. 


Mr. DOWNS submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to trans- 
mit to the Senate a copy of the report of Mr. Slidell, civil 
| engineer on the raijroad route surveyed by him in 1850, 





GLOBE. 


*been discussed two days, and it is des 


Can you give any assurance that | 
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from Great Bend, an Red river, to Providence, on the Mis 
sissippi river, in Loni-iana. 


MU*SKETS, RIFLES, AND PISTOLS. 
Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolve'!, That the Seeretary of War communicate to the 
Senate the number of muskets, cifles, and pi-tole now be 
longing to the United States, and alee the e timated num- 


bers which the materials now on hand would serve to com- 
plete. 


RAILROAD IN FLOR!DA. 

Mr. YULEE. I ask the Senate to oblige me 
by taking up Senate bill to grant to the State of 
Florida alternate sections of the public land fora 
railroad between the waters of the Atlantic and 
Gulf of Mexico. It has been reverted from the 
Committee on Publie Lands, and is exactly con- 
formable to the precedents which have been esta!- 
lished by the Senate in other similar I am 
desirous that it shauld reach the House of Renre 
sentatives In time to take its place with other bills 
of the same character: 


cases, 


and, as it will lead to no 
discussion, I shall feel obliged if the Seuate will 
tuke it up. 

Mr. RUSK. I hone not, for the hour has now 
arrived for the consideration of the snecial orders 
of the day. The first special order has already 
irnble that 
it should be disposed of as soon as possible; but 
it will he lost if it is longer to he kept back by the 
diseussion of morning business. ; : 

Mr. YULEF. If this bill shou'd lend to any 
discussion, I will consent to its postponement. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to, 
and it was considered as in Commitiee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. WALKER. I move to amend the bill by 
adding the followine s sections, Which are, in fact, 
those embodied in the bill No. 297, which 
been reported by the Committee on Public Lands, 
to grant to the State which I in part renresent the 
rizht of way and a donation of public land for the 
purpose of locating and constructing a road from 
Green Bay, in Wisconsin, to St. Paul, in the 
Territory of Minnesota: 


has 


Be it envcted, &c., That the right 0° way through the pub 
lic lands be and the same is hereby granted to the State of 
Wisconsin, for the construction of a road from Green Roy, 
in said State, to the we-tera border of sail Stute, opps it: 
St. Paul, in the Territory of Minnesota, with the rebet 
also to take necessary materials of earth, stone, and ti, ber 
from the public lands of the United States adiacent to pid 
road for the construction thereof: Provided, That the right 
of way shall notexceed one hundred feet on each side ot 
the length thereo’, and a copy of the survey o said roal, 
made under the direction of the Legi lature. shall be (0 
warded to the proper local land offices respectively, and t> 
the General Land Office at Washington city, within nin: ty 
days a tec the’ completion of the same. 

Sec. And Le it further enucted, That therethe, and 
is hereby, granted to the State of Wi-con-in, for the purpose 
of aiding in making the road a oresaid, every alternate rec 
tion of land designated by even numbers, for one section in 
width on each side of said road; but in case it shall appear 
that the United States have, when the line or route o said 
road is definitely fixed by the authority aforesaid, sold any 
part of any section hereby granted, or that the right of pre 
emption has attached to the same, then it shall be lawful for 
any agent or agents, to be appointed by the Governor of 
said State, to select, subject to the approval o the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, from the lands of the United States 
most contiguous to the tier of sections above specified, so 
much land, in alternate sections or parts of sections, as 
shall be equal to such lands as the United States have sold, 
or to which the right of preemption has attached as afore 
said, which lands being equal in quantity to one hall of one 
section in width on each side of said road, the State of Wis 
consin shall have and hold to and-tor the use and purpose 
aforesaid: Provided, That the lands to be so located shall 
in no case be further than fifteen miles from the line of the 
road: Provided, further, That the lands hereby grante | 
shall be applied in the construction of said read, and sh: 
be disposed of only as the work progresses, and shall be 
applied to no other purpose whatever: And provide 
further, That any and all lands reserved to the United 
“States by any act of Congress, for the purpose of aiding ii: 
any object of internal improvement, or in any manner for 

any purpose whatsoever, be, and the same are hereby » ri 
served to the United States from the operations of this act 
except so far as it may be found necessary to locate the rout. 
of the said road through such reserved lands. 

Sec. —. And be it further enucted, That the sections and 
parts of sections of land which by such grant shall remiai 
t the United States within one mile on each side of sail 
road, shall not be sold for less than double the minimum 
price of the public lands when sold 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the said lanris 
hereby granted to the said State shall be subject to the ays - 
posal ‘of the Legislature thereof, for the purposes aforesaid 
and no other; and the said road shall be and remain a pub- 
lic highway for the use of the Government of the United 
States, free from toll or other charge upon the transportation 
of the mail or any public property or troops by or under 
contract with the United States. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That if the snid road 
shall not be completed within ten years, the said State of 

| Wisconsin shall be bound to pay to the United States the 
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yaount which may be received upon the sale of any part of 
said Jands by said State, the tite to the purchasers under 
gaid State remaining valid; and the title to the residue of 
said Jande shall reinvest in the United States, to have and 
hold the same in the same manner as if this act had not 
been passed 

Mr. YULEE. Perhaps I can save the time of 
the Senate, as I have no desire to delay it in its 
action on this measure. But I am nevertheless 


very sorry that the Senator from Wisconsin has | 


thought it necessary to offer his bill as an amend- 
ment to mine. If, however, his bill conforms to 


the form which has been prescribed by the Senate | 
in other cases, so that there can be no objection | 


on the score of its contents, I shall not object to 
its being added as an amendment. 

Mr. WALKER. Ithank the Senator for his 
courtesy. The bill which I have submitted as an 
amendment, as | have already remarked, has been 
reported by the Committee on Publie Lands, to 
which the subject was referred, on the petition of 
the Legislature of Wisconsin. I have offered it 
with no desire to embarrass the bill of the Senator 
from Florida, but in the discharge of a duty to 
my State; and | was prompted to do it the more 
expecially as the session is drawing to a close, and 














Rhett, Sebastian, Seward, Smith, Sowé, Walker, Whit- | 


the prospect of passing my bill is daily diminish- | 


ing. 


Mr. DAWSON. 


The public lands, then, are 


to be disposed of by a contract in our presence. | 


A a is made and accepted to make the 
bill of the Senator from Wisconsin a part of the 
bill of the Senator from Florida, to convey away 
how many thousand acres of land I cannot tell. I 
would be glad to know if the Legislature of Wis- 
eonsin has chartered any company to build a rail- 
road in the direction indicated by the amendment? 

Mr. WALKER. TheState of Wisconsin does 


mS 


not propose to give this work to a company, but | 


to do it herself by her own means. If it were in- 
tended to give it to a company, I would not have 
asked for it. 


Mr. DAWSON. I move to lay the amendment 


upon the table. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion of the Sena- 
tor from Georgia, if adopted, will carry the bill 
with it. ; 

Mr. DAWSON. If the Senator from Florida 
adopts the suggestion of the amendment as a@ part 
of his bill, let it all go upon the table. 

Mr. YULEE. [have not accepted the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Wisconsin. It was of- 
fered against my ¢arnest remonstrance; but when 


it was offered, and as it was believed to be in con- | 


formity with precedents, in order to avoid discus- 
sion and to save time, I yielded to it. 

Mr DAWSON. I would not interfere, but I 
am cnfled upo here to vote away hundreds of 
thousands of acres to companies to build railroads, 
without any knowledge of the parties, or of the 
wishes of the yeople in relation to them. 

Mr. YULEE. 

I would not make a struggle upon theamendment, 
but leave it to the Senate to determine whether it 
should be adopted or not. 

Mr. BADGER. I think it is very obvious we 
are not going to dispose of this subject in a few 
minutes, as Was supposed; and, that the Senate 
may be allowed an opportunity to complete the 
bill which has been under consideration for several 
days, | move to lay this bill upon the table. 

Oa the call of Mr. BADGER, the veas and 
nays were ordered. ; 

Mr. WALKER. Afier what I have seen here- 
tofore, I am a little astonished at the course which 
is pursued---— 

Mr. BADGER. 

Mr. WALKER. 
amendment. 

Mr. BADGER. The Senator is pot in order. 

Mr. WALKER. Then I will not withdraw it. 

Mr. YULEE. I hope the Senator will have 
an Opportunity to withdraw his amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. If this bill shall not be 
laid upon the table the Senator from Wisconsin 


will have an opportunity to withdraw his amend- 
ment. 


Is the motion debatable ? 
lam going to withdraw my 


The vote was then taken upon laying the bill | 


upon the table, with the following result: 


YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Bradbury, Chase, | 


Clarke, Davia of Massachusetts, Dawson, Dayton, Foote, 
Hamlin, Hunter, Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Pratt. Rusk, Spru- 
ance, Sturgeon, Cnderwood, Upham, and Wales—22. 
_NAYS-—Messrs. Atchison, Benton, Berrien, Borland, 
€ ast, \-lemneip, Davis of Mississippi, Dodge of lowa, Doug- 
jas, Downs, Felch, Gwin, Jones, King, Morton, Norris, 


What 1 meant to say was that | 


comb, and Yulee—-26. 


So it was not laid upon the table. 


Mr. WALKER. I now withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

. ad ss 

There being no further amendment offered, the 
bill was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I move to amend by 
adding the following section: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That there be and is 
hereby granted to the State of Indiana, in aid of the con- 
struction of a railroad from Martinsville, by the way ot 
Morgantown to Franklin, in that State, every alternate 
section of public lands, designated by even numbers, for six 
sections in width on each side of said road, which may re- 
main unsold or undisposed of, orto which a right of pre 
emption may not have attached at or previous to the time 
of selection: Provided, That the alternate sections hereby 
granted to said State, and the proceeds thereof, shall 
applied to the construction of said railroad, and to no other 
purpose whatever; and that the United States mail shall at 
all times be transported on said railroad, under the diréc 
tion of the Post Office Department, at a reasonable price ; 
and in case of disagreement between the Post Office De 
partment and the other party, the matter in difference shall 
be referred to the Congress of the United States. 

The road to which my amendment refers is 
only twenty miles long, in my State; and this, if 
adopted, will be the only grant my State will re- 
ceive at this session. I have the consent of the 
Senator from Florida for offing it, and I hope it 
will be adopted. 

Mr. YULEE. I can give no consent on the 
subject. [can only say that it is for a majority 
of the Senate to do as they please. 

Mr. BALDWIN. I would inquire of the Sen- 
ator from Indiana whether the subject-matter of 
this amendment has been heretofore submitted to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, and whether 
they have ee open it? 

Mr. WHITCOMB. It has been submitted “to 
the committee only a few days ago, and they have 
not had time to report upon it; but I will observe 
that the amendment differs but little from the gen- 
eral provisions of the bill, 

Mr. SMITH. I observe that the amendment 
proposed by the honorable Senator from Indiana 


does not provide for augmenting the price of the ' 


reserved sections of land to double the minimum 
price, as in all other cases that have passed through 
the Senate. Ido not li very well, cither, this 
plan of tacking one bill upon another. We have 
passed all such bills as separate and distinct 
measures heretofore, and I do not know why the 
Senator from Florida should not be treated as oth- 
ers have been. Tl ecannot vote for the amendment. 

‘The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. PEARCE. Before the vote is taken upon 
the bill, I should like to have some information to 
enable me to vote understandingly on the matter. 
I should like to know the distance between the 
terminal points of the road, whether the lands 
along the line are unoccupied, and what portion of 
them may be unsold. I should also like to know 
whether there is a provision in the bill that if there 
are not sufficient quantities of unsold lands along 
the route, selections may be made elsewhere; ulso, 
whether the work is to be done by an incorporated 
company or whether the State itself intends to 
make the road ? ‘ 

Mr. YULEE, This work is incorporated and 
organized, The United States has by an act of 
Congress granted the right of way heretofore for 
its consttuction. It will pass almost entirely 
through pine lands, which are of no value, unless 


, they are laid open to settlement by means of a 


railroad running through them. The purpose of 
the railroad isto connect the waters of the Atlantic 
with those of the Gulf of Mexico through the 
State of Florida, The distance will vary according 
to the route selected. It will, however, probably 
not exceed one hundred and fifty miles. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, and it was subsequently read a third time 
and passed. 


’ BILLS FROM THE HOUSE REFERRED. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Youne, their Clerk: 


Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives have 
passed bills of the following titles, in which they request the 
eoncurrence of the Senate: ~ 

Flouse bill No. 39, An act to amend an act entitled “‘ An 
act to provide for the payment of horses and other property 
Jost or destroyed in the militaryservice ofthe United States,”’ 


| approved March 3, 1849. 


ouse bill No. 348, An act making appropriation for the 
improvement of certain harbors and rivers. 





Feb. 19, 


The House bill No. 39, was subsequently read 
a first and second time by its title and referred ty 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and 

House bill No. 348 was read a first and second 
ime by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

House bill No. 466, for the relief of the widoy 
of the late Colonel William Gray, was read a firs: 
and second time by its title and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


PRIVATE BILL PASSED. 

The amendment of the Senate to House bill for 
the relief of Joseph D. Ward, having been reported 
correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time 
and passed; and the title was so amended as to 
read ** An act for the relief of Joseph D. Ward 
and Isaac Watts Griffith.”’ 


REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, xe 
sumed the consideration of the bill to reduce and 
modify the rates of postage, and to provide for the 
coinage of a three cent piece: upon which a debate 
arose which will be given in the Appendix. The 
further consideration of the bill was again post- 
poned. 
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DEFICIENCY BILL. . 

A messave was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Young, their Clerk: 

Mr. Praesipent: ‘The House of Representatives concy: 
in the first, second, fourth, fifth, and sixth amendinents oj 
the Senate to the House bill to supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations for the service in the fiscal year ending the 
30th day of June, 1851, and in the third amendment of the 
Senate to said bill, with an amendment; in which they re 
quest the concurrence of the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate pro 
eeeded to consider the amendment of the House 
to the third amendment of the Senate to that bill 
The third amendment of the Senate was to provide 
for the payment of a certain sum to the Chero 
kees, due under the treaty of 1846. The House 
had concurred in all the amendments of the Sen 
ate but this one; and had amended this by substi- 
tuting instead of it the following: 

‘ For payment to the Cherokee nation the sum of $724, 
603 37; and interest on the above sum at the rate of five 
per centum per anuum, from the 12th day of June, 1838, until 
paid, shall be paid to them out of any money in the Treas 
ury not otherwise appropriated; but no interest shall be 
paid after the Ist of April, 1851, if any portion of the mo 
ney is then left undrawn by the said Cherokees: Provided, 
however, That the sum now appropriated shail be in full 
satisfaction and a final settlement of all claims and de 
mands whatsoever of the Cherokee nation against the Uni 
ted States, under any treaty heretofore made with the Cher 
okees. And the said Cherokee nation shall, on the pay 
ment of said sum of money, execute and deliver to the 
United States a full and final discharge for all claims and 
demands whatsoever on the United States, except for sucti 
annuities in money or*specific articles of property as the 
United States may be bound by any treaty to pay to said 
Cherokee nation ; and except, also, such moneys and lands, 
if any,as the United States may hold in trust for said 
Cherokees: .4nd provided, further, That.the money appro 
priated in this item shall be paid in strict conformity with 
ihe treaty with the said Indians of the 6th of August, 1846.’ 


Mr. HUNTER. The only effect of the amend- 
ment of the House is to render more specific the 
release of the United States from all claims on the 
part of the Cherokees. I move that the Senate 
concur in the amendment of the House, 

Mr. RUSK. It seems to me this is too inport- 
ant a matter to be disposed of hastily. I therefore 
hope its consideration will be postponed until to- 
morrow. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I hope the amendment of 
the House of Representatives will not be concurred 
in. lt is said that in the adoption of the amend- 
ment the House had simply in view the object o! 
making the language of the Senate’s amendment 
more explicitly declare that this payment was to 
be satisfaction in full for all the claims of the Cher 
okees under the treaty of 1846. In doing this the 
House have, unwittingly no doubt, gone further 
than was intended. The subject which was in- 
tended to be embraced in this appropriation arises 
under the treaty of 1846 with the Cherokees. 
Now that treaty did not pretend to be a settlement 
of matters arising under any other treaty, except 
so far as the treaty of 1846 defined the treaty of 
1835. The language of this amendment of the 
House is general. "The amendment provides that 
this money shall be a settlement of all claims ot 
the Cherokees. This would exclude the claim 
of individual Cherokees arising under the treaties 
of 1817 and 1819, many of which are now pending 
|| before the Department, and many of which are 








1851. 


specially provided for by bills before Congress. 
1 think the amendment of the House goes to an 
extent not contemplated by the House. It is evi- 
dent, therefore, that the Senate would be doing 
injustice, unintentionally nodoubt, by the ys teen 
ai the amendment of the House. I hope, there- 
fore, the Senate will non-concur in the amendment 
of the House. 

Mr. PEARCE. 
Texas [Mr. Rusk} had read the whole of the 
amendment of the House of Representatives he 
would not entertain the objection which he enter- 
tains. ‘The reading of the first part of it would 
very naturally suggest the objection which he en- 
tertains; but then there is a proviso in the House 
imendment that the money in question shall be 
paid in the manner and to the persons stipulated 
in the several treaties. 1 suppose that will remove 
his objection. 

Mr. RUSK. I read in the amendment of the 

House that this was to be * for payment to the 
Cherokee nations’’ and I read that the the Cher- 
okee nation was to release the Government from 
further claim. Well, the Cherokee nation is prop- 
erly that body of Cherokees now located in Ar- 
kansas under a regular government. A portion 
of the Cherokees refused to go there, and never 
went. A portion of them still remain in the State 
of Georgia and in the State of North Carolina; and 
4 portion of them have gone to the State of Texas, 
as respectable men as any in the tribe. My object 
in asking the postpenement of this matter was, that 
1 might have an opportunity of examining the 
amendment and seeing whether it would operate 
justly on all Cherokees. 
' Mr. FOOTE. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of this subject for the purpose of 
proceeding to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BADGER, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness, and after some time spent therein the doors 
were reopened, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 20, 1851. 
The House met at twelve o’clock. 
of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. BOCOCK inquired of the Speaker what 
was the first business In order? 


The Journal 


The SPEAKER stated that the first business | 


in order was the bill reported yesterday from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, to authorize the es- 
tablishment of a Ime of mail steamers between 
California and China, and that the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. McLane] was entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, by unanimous consent, 


I think that if my friend from | 


reported a bill to increase the efficiency of the naval | 
service; which was read a firstand second time by | 
its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union, and ordered to be | 


printed. 

Mr. LEVIN asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to make a report from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PHELPS objected, and the report was not 
received. 


CALIFORNIA AND CHINA STEAMERS, 


Mr. BOCOCK said that the gentleman from 
an {[Mr. McLane,] who was entitled to 
the floor on the above bill, was not present, and he 
would therefore avail himself of the opportunity to 
make a few remarks. 

Mr. B. then said: Mr. Speaker, my apology for 


wishing at the present time to make some re- | 


marks in rejation to this subject is twofold. In 
the first place a memorial was referred to the Na- 


val Committee some weeks ago, presented by my | 


1 


colleague from the Richmond district, and signed | 
Ny & committee of a convention of Richmond and | 


Norfolk merchants and by other memorialists, | 


asking Congress to make appropriations for estab- 
lishing a line of mail steamers from Norfolk, Vir- 
gina, to some port in Europe. That memorial 
was considered, and the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs have instructed me to make a report, in 
which 1 am directed to say that the report and bill, 
submitted by the chairman of the committee, in 


THE 


answer to the memorial of Mr. Tuompson, of 
Pennsylvania, meets the views and carries out the | 
wishes of these memorialists. The proposition sub- 
mitted on yesterday by thegentleman from Tennes- 
see [Mr. Stanton] is in response, therefore, to the 
memorial presented from my own State, as well as 
in response to the memorial from Philadelphia. My 
apology in the second place grows out of what I 
consider the unprecedented course pursued by the 
gentleman from Baltimore [Mr. McLane] on yes- 
terday in relation to this subject. The chairman 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs reported this 
bill to the House, but he did not move to put it 
upon its final passage, nor did he ask any unusual 
privilege in regard to this report. Sir, he moved 
to postpone the further consideration wntil Mon- 
day, by which motion it would have gone upon 
the Speaker’s table, and would not have been a 
special order. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
STEPHENS] submitted a motion to the House 
to lay the whole subject upon the table, and 
no debate being had, that motion was overruled. 
Then the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs moved to refer the subject to the Commit 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, where 
it would come up for full and fair discussion on 
all sides, by foes as well as friends. But not con- 
tent to wait until that time should arrive, not con 
tent to take his chance when the subject should 
come up regularly for consideration, the gentle- 


‘man from Baltimore [Mr. MeLane]} comes into 


this House and undertakes to affect this proposi- 
tion by a speech at this stage of its consideration. 
[ regret that the gentleman is not now in his seat. 
I do not intend to say anything personally disre- 
spectful of him, but [ wish to make a remark or 
two upon the evident design which he has mani- 
fested in regard to this matter. The centleman 
recretted, in the first instance, that he had not been 


| here to submita motion to lay the bill upon the table. 


The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Stepnewvs} had 
already made that motion, and I believe that gen- 
tleman has some little reputatation for suecess in 
his motions to lay important bills upon the table. 
But the gentleman from Baltimore (Mr. McLane} 
regretted that he had not been here to move to lay 
the subject upon the table. Hehad been engaged for 
the last two or three dagp in the discussion of the 
river and harbor bill. He had come from that 
contest flushed with victory, I will not say over 
the Constitution, but I will say, over a great ma- 
jority of the Democratic party of this House. 
Perhaps he might have supposed that the prestige 
of that victory might have given his motion greater 
weight with the House, than when submitted by 
the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Srepwens.| 
He not only regretted that he had not been here to 
move to lay upon the table, but, sir, in the open- 
ing of his remarks, with which he favored the 
House, he attacked the scheme upon ground 
which induced the impression that he was op- 
posed to all the appropriations for the entablish 
ment of these lines of mail steamers. I perceived 
my friend fron: Tennessee [Mr. Jones] to glow 
and warm towards himat this point in his remarks, 
and a paternal smile lit up his face as he hailed 
him as a prodigal son returning to the folds of po- 
litical orthodoxy, and to the doctrines*Of strict 
construction. But, sir, in a few minutes the fond 
illusion was dispelled, when the gentleman from 
Baltimore [Mr. McLane] declared that he had 
voted for various propositions of this ¥ort to ap- 


| propriate money for the establishment of mail 


steamers. Then the gentleman from Tennessee 
{[Mr. Jones] began to draw back a little. His 
en young convert seemed disposed to turn 
yack. The grounds of the opposition of the gen- 
tleman from Maryland seemed to change. It 
stemed now that he was opposed to any advances 
on the part of this Government to enable these 
companies to construct their steamers. Aye, sir, 
so scathing was he on this point, at this period of 
his remarks, you would have supposed that he 
would not have touched such a thing even in the 


' remotest manner—that it was 60 unclean—that he 


would not have put his hands upon it for any con- 
sideration. But as he again advanced, that fond 
illusion was also dispelled, when he told us that 
he had voted for considerable advances in money 
upon various contracts for the lines of steamers 
which had been heretofore established. The very” 
scheme, indeed, which he then advocated contained 
a proposition of this very character. Now, I 
ask, what is the difference between the proposi- 
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tion favored by the gentleman from Maryland, that 
of advance of money and the advancing of the 
credit of the Government as now proposed? The 
gentleman from Maryland had voted to advance 
money, he says, already, but he would not vote 
to advance the credit of the Government. But 
when the gentleman told you there was a proposi- 
tion to establish a line from his own city of ti- 
more, for which he expected to vote an appropri- 
ation of money, he may have let out the strongest 
reason of his opposition. Aye, sir, ‘‘hine tlle 
lachryme,"’ which being interpreted freely, might 
be rendered, ** that he would rather that Baltimore 
should swallow Norfolk, than that Norfolk should 
injure Baltimore.’’ Now, sir, the gentleman ap- 
peared to feel that his position, in advocating the 
river and harbor bill, may have subjected him, as 
a Strict constructionist Democrat, to some little sus- 
picion. He rejoiced, therefore, to get this oppor- 
tunity to reinstate himself, by showing others to 
be as bad. He displayed quite a boastful spirit, 
and by tone and manner appeared to say, ** You 
who advocate this proposition are worse than I, 
and you cannot cast stones at me.’ But, sir, 
if the advocacy of such a proposition as this be a 
political sin, the gentleman himself is guilty of 
that’sin, m addition to that of his advecacy of the 
river and harbor bill. He has already voted ad- 
vances and compensation toa large amount to the 
Collins line between New York and Europe, and is 
willing to vote money to a prepesed Baltimore line, 
for the purpose of carrying the mails. He (Mr. 
McLane) contended that the Constitution of the 
United States, in giving us the power to establish 
| post offices and post roads, made it legitimate and 
proper to vote money to these comypfinies for the 
purpose of carrying the mails from the leading 
points of this country to those of Europe. Tama 
friend of this proposition, and as such friend [claim 
no auch right. I say that under the power “* to es- 
tablish post offices and post roads,’’ we do not claim 
that we have a right to appropriate millions of dol- 
lars for the purpose of carrying a few letters to 
Europe. If the system rested upon that ground, 
I should say that it is extravagant and improper, 
and ought to be done away with. Weappropriate 
$385,000 per annum for the purpose of carrying 
the mails between New York and Liverpool, and 
then appropriate $285,609 per annum for carrying 
the mail from New York to Bremen. The object 
to he accomplished in this point of view is dispro- 
portioned to the amount expended. A far smatfle: 
amount would be sufficient for carrying the mails 
to Liverpool, and from that point around to Bre- 
men. If the only object we had in view in estab 
lishing the Collins and other lines had been the 
carrynig the mail between New York, Liverpool, 
and Bremen, &c., &c., it could have been done at 
fur less cost. I contend that this power to aid in 
the establishment of these steamships, rests upon 
the naval power of this country. We have the 
right, under the Constitution of the United States, 
to maintain a Navy. I submit to the good sense 
and reflection of the House, that under this power 
we have the right to provide a navy, and in time 
of peace, its best condition would be that it shall 
be employed for useful purposes, and not cost the 
Government anything. Under the ordinary plan 
of maintaining the Navy, your ships are little em- 
ployed, and they cost the Government an Immense 
amount of money annually. The Government is 
burdened immensely for years, maintaining the 
Navy for a contingency that now and then arises 
of a war between our own and some foreign coun- 
try. But, sir, here is a plan of providing an effi- 
cient Navy, to be used by the Government when 
it is needed for war purposes, and to be employed 
in useful objects in time of peace, without ae 
the Government actually anything. | am surpris 
to see that"the proposition now under considern- 
tion meets with such opposition from the friends 
of economy, and imepecialty from those who have 
supported other schemes. I hold that the propo- 
sition now before the House, and in relation to 
which } am now spenking, ts the cheapest propo- 
sition for providing war steamers that has ever 
been submitted to the consideration of the Amefi- 
can Congress. This Government is now paying 
$385,000 per annum for ten years to the Collins 
line. It is paying to Sloo & Law $290,000 per 
annum; it is paying the Aspinwall line $199,000, 
and we are also paying to the Bremen line $258,609 
per annum—and in every case money was ad- 
vanced by the Government, 
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According to all human probability, the Gov- 
ernment will never pay to Mr. Thompson one 
single cent. What is his proposition? I do not 
think it is understood by gentlemen here. He 
proposes that you shall issue stock for five mil- 
lions of dollars, and that himself and his friends, 
who are the owners of the line, are to supply one 
million of dollars more, making in all six millions 
of dollars, to be applied for the building of these , 
ships. As the money is supplied he gives per- || 
sonal security for the payment of the interest on 
the loan; and for the ultimate redemption of the‘ 
principal he executes a mortgage upon the ships 
covering the five millions that are loaned by the 
Government, and the one million put in by him- 
self. The contract is to last for ten years. He 
is to pay the interest on the loan annually; and at 
the end of five years he is to pay ten per cent. of 
the amount loaned by the Government, and so 
every year until the expiration of the contract; 
so that when his contract shall have expired at 
the end of the ten years, he will only owe one half 
the amount loaned, viz, $2,500,000; and the Gov- 
ernment wi'l, according to the contract, have a 
lien upon the ships, on which were expended not 
only the five millions of dollars, but the one mil- 
lon which he himself paid in. By the passage of 
this bill, then, we see that ten ships—ten useful 
steamships are to be provided, which the Govern- 
met can call into service at any time it desires. 

jut it has been said hy some, that these ships 
will be of no value in time of war, and that they 
will not answer the purposes of war vessels, But 
how will this be the case, when it is provided, by 
the terms of the contract, that these vessels shall 
be built under the superintendence of the officers 
of the Navy, so as to make them fit for war pur- 
roses? Do gentlemen who make such statements 
velieve that the officers of the Navy will not under- 
stand how to build these vessels? I say, then, 
that these vessels, when built, will be brought into 
the service of the Government whenever the Gov- 
ernment will need them; and they will be em- 
ployed in useful, laudable, and available purposes 
when they are not needed by the Government, 
There is a line between San Francisco and Shang- 
hai, © mostimportant line, and which ought to be 
established speedily if at all, or we may lose the | 


great China and East India trade, that stream || 


which enriches all nations through which it flows. 
There is great danger of its being secured by 
Great Britain, for that Power has already, with its 
usual sagacity, provided that there shall be a line 
of stenmers put upon the route from Panama to 
Shanghai as soon as practicable. We must ex- 
pect, + no very distant day, that there will be 
some land communication, by railroad or other- 
wise, from San Francisco to some point upon the 
Mississippi. Private enterprise of the peonle in 
Virginia and Tennessee is ranidly providing a 
railroad from the valley of the Mississippi to Nor- 
folk, in Virginia. 

From Norfolk it is proposd to establish a steam 
line to Antwerp, one of the most important points 
in Eurepe. When that is done, you will have a 
great chain of trade from China to Antwerp in 
Europe. Thus you will bring into this country 
the most important trade of the globe, and you 
will huild up the interests of the country. 

Now, sir, I do not understand that rule of con- 
stitutional construction which sees unconstitution- 
ality in every scheme which builds up certain 
localities, and which do not apply to all local- 
tties. I do not understand that rule of consti- 
tutional construction which can say any scheme 
for building up New York is al! right—any scheme 
for building up Boston is all right, but as soon as 
a scheme undertakes to give anything to Virginia 
or Norfolk, itis all wrong. Look, sir, at the river 
and harbor bill, passed a few days ago. That 


bill appropriated $2,000,000. Virginia has a ren- | 


resentative population of something like one fif- 
teenth of the whole representative population of 
the country. According to that ratio, she would 
hare heen entitled to $150,000. But did she get 
it? With the most extensive sea-board of any 
State in the Union, she only got some $20,000. 
‘Yur State has more harbors than any State in the 


iTnion, and when she was clearly entitled to | 


“150.000, she only received the pitiful sum of 
$20,000. 
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| the gentleman from Maryland. 
| time, under more favorable circumstances, T may 


Panama to San Francisco. For these sums, we | 
have provided seventeen steamships, which, with | 
the four war steamers built by the Government, 
make twenty-one steam shins. England has | 
more than one hundred and sixty war steamers. 
We need more to be able to contend with her. 
Yet, to build and keep. the requisite number at | 
the expense of the Government, would bankrunt 
the Treasury. We ask that these lines shall he 
authorized, which will supply ten war steamers, 
to be used in war, and which in peace will not 
take anything from the public Treasury, and we 
are met by the strict-construction river-and-har- 
bor specific-tariff land-squandering men with the 
assumption, that the proposition we present is a 
most unprecedented and unwarrantable one. 

My object in rising now was merely to renly to 
At some future 


ask the indulgence of the House while I shall at- 
tempt to show the immense benefits to the trade. 
commerce, and wealth of the country which will 
result from the establishment of these lines. It 
would give to the Government a vastly increased 
revenue from customs, which at present would be 
an important consideration. Jt would infuse new 
| life’s blood into the venerablé State of Virginia so 
dear to me. It would result in consequences to 
all too important and interesting for the hurried 
consideration which alone I could give at present. 
I beg pardon now for having detained the House 
so lone, 
Mr. MILLER, of Ohio. I recret that I was 
not in the House vesterday when this renort was 
made, and that I did not have the opnortunity of 


é recording my vote, as IT should have done, for the 


motion to lay the bill on the table. In mv indg- 

ment, that was the disposition which should have 
| been made of it—that was the fate it merited. Sir, 

I protest against bringing in this bill at this late 

period of the session, when we are admonished 

almost every hour in the dav, by the chairman of 

the Committee of Ways and Means, that we have 
| no time to lose if we would pass the neressary an- 
| propriation bills. 1 protest against bringing into 
this House these important measnres, and foreing 
action upon them, withow@ investigation or discus- 
sion. 


I beg to say to my friend from Ohio [Mr. Minier] 
that I did not attemnt to farce action unon this 
measuré. I distinctly stated this at the time when 
the renort was made, but at the same time, after 
what has transpired here in relation to this bill, I 
do not pretend to sav what I shall now do. 

Mr. MILLER. 1 did not refer particularly to 
the gentleman from Tennessee, but to those who 
voted yesterday against laying the bill on the table, 
thereby disclosing their purpose to urge its nassave 
at this session. But the gentleman from Tennes- 
see forewarns us now, that he will not sav what 
he will do, which, interpreted, means that he will 
endeavor to put the bill unon its passage. and thus 
force this measnre upon the countrv. Under this 
intimation of the gentleman, I will be comnelled 
to abandon my purpose when I| rose, of merely 
protesting against immediate action, and urine 
its reference to the Committee of the Whole on 
the atate of the Union, and to nresent some of the 
objections to the bill itself, and to the system of 
which it forms a part. T reneat, however, that TI 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (interruntine.) | 
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from New York to Chagres, and $199,000 from | 


would prefer that the bill should be laid on the | 


table; and I am only restrained from submitting 
that motion by the conviction that it would not 
be successful. I prefer it, ‘ecause we have not a 
very strong guarantee that if referred, it will not 
he regarded as one of the general appronriation 
bills; it ean be so considered with as much pro- 
priety as the river and harbor bill, and IT contd 
support it as such with as much propriety, and no 
| more. 

|| . Now, sir, what are the objections to this hill? 
| Less than six years aco the system whith it is 
now pronosed to extend had its origin. Tt eam- 
|| menced in the year 1845, or perhansin 1846. Be- 
|| fore that period, among the innumerable schemes 
| nending before Congress, resulting in the agzrand- 


| 


|; hover about the Canitol, this system hed no 
\iplace. Yet, sir, within the short period inter- 


izement of those jobbers and speculators who | 


The Government now pays $285,000 to the | vening it has grown so rapidly that it now annually 


“ollins line from New York to Europe: $258,000 
# the line from New York to Bremen; $290,000 





‘| reqnires the enormous sum of $1,199,699. 








would ever reach the point of extravagance 
which we now find it. Those who opposed it at 
its inception, most probably could have done gq 
with success had they had the facts in regard 
to i: which we now possess. But the or'gina| 
friends of the system being moderate in their first 
demandg, insisted that large returns would be 
made to the Government in the shape of postage 
on letters, they then lodging, as they did, the power 
to engage in this thing at all under the clause giy. 
ing to Congress the power to establish post offices 
and post roads. 

My friend from Virginia [Mr. Bococx} has 
not, however, claimed the power under this clause. 
[ concur with him in this opinion. Congress has 
the power to establish post offices and post roads 
within the United States, but they have no power 
to carry the mail beyond its limits. You have no 
more power to carry the letters of your citizens 
without the United States than you have to carry 
their flour or their tobacco. But, disclaiming as 
the friends of this bill do, any purpose of resting 
upon this clause for their constitutional power, it 
will be unnecessary for me to pursue the argu- 
ment. Where, then, is the power to be found? 
The gentleman from Virginia tells us that Con- 
gress may provide and maintain a Navy, and that, 
he appeals with confidence to that power for his 
authority to pass this bill. Sir, [ apprehend that 
he will find it very difficult to show a substantial 
distinction between his lines of steamers and the 
lines heretofore established, and which were es- 
tablished for the purpose of transporting the mail, 
and which are now seeking to sever all communi- 
cation with the Navy Department. And again, 
sir, | apprehend that he would find a great deal of 
difficulty in showing that the establishment of a 
line of steamers, to be held and used by an inli- 
vidual of by a company for his or their benefit, 
would be providing and maintaining a Navy for the 
United States. I am not disposed, however, to 
make any issue here with my friend from Vir- 
ginia, inasmuch as other fatal objections may be 
urged, the force of which I cannot perceive how 
he can well deny. It has always afforded me 
pleasure to codperate with him, especially in his 
efforts to arrest the extravagant and wasteful ex- 
penditure of the public money. We have held it 
to be our duty to observe the strictest economy in 
our appropriations, with a view to the reduction 
and speedy payment of the public debt. We con- 
cur as to the consequences of an increase of 
our national debt. I now beg leave to inquire how 
any increase of the expenses for the Navy can be 
justified? Are they not already sufficiently ex- 
travagant? We are every vear appropriating more 
than eleven millions of dollars to maintain the 
Navy, in atime of profound peace and a heavy 
public debt resting upon us. This extravagance 
has arrested the attention of the country, and re- 
trenchment will soon be demanded in a voice not 
to be disregarded. Instead, however, of the re- 
duction which ought to be made, this bill contem- 
plates a large increase of the expenditures for that 
Department. This cannot be justified. 

And, now, sir, let me ask how ovr friends who 
opposed, a few days since, the internal improve- 
ment bill, can consistently support this measure? 
The friends of this bill have not, i» my judgment, 
the advantage of the friends of the internal im- 
provement bill, so far as it relates to the constitu- 
tional power, which has been questioned and denied 
in both eases. We denounced the extravagance 
of the internal improvement bill. 1 have shown 
the extravagance of this. We denounced the first, 
because it appropriated the money of the whole 
country for the benefit of the people of certain sec- 
tions alone; this takes the money of the whoe 
people, and disposes of it for the exelnsive benefit 
ofa still smaller number. Against the first it was 
charged, that it was calculated to invite combina- 
tions ef the sections to be favored with appropria- 
tions until they became sufficiently strong to pass 
the bill; that without this combination a bill could 
not pass, and that with it, appropriations for local 
and improper objects were made. How is it with 
this bill? Does it not provide for separate and in- 
dependent lines? Does it not seek the credit of 
the Government to aid in the establishment of one 
line of steamers from Norfolk to Antwerp; another 
from Philadelphia to Antwerp? And ought this not 
to be sufficient for one bill at least? But it does 
not stop here—it goes to our western coast, and 


at 
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| When first presented, none anticipated that it '! proposes a new line from San Francisco to China, 
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and thus, by this union, becomes obnoxious to || 


the same charge. May I not then, sir, with pro- 
rietY appeal to the aphenente of the internal im- 


provement bill for aid to defeat this bill, and can ' 


they consistently withhold it? 

Mr. MILLSON, interrupting.) Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to make one suggestion ? 

Mr: MILLER. 
the gentleman from Virginia. 


Mr. MILLSON. 


able. The House, on yesterday, by a very de- 
cided vote, refused to lay the bill upon the table. 


The question now is simply upon the motion of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, who reported this | 
pill, to refer it to the Committee of the Whole | 


House. This is the only question pending, and 


the gentleman from Ohio can surely have no ob- | 


jection to this reference. I would suggest, there- 


fore, that as we have heard one speech in favor of 


the bill, and two against it, that the gentleman 


from Ohio [Mr. Mitier}] demand the previous , 
question, and allow the bill to go to the Commit- | 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MILLER. 
make any remarks upon this bill, and should not 
have done so if the gentleman who introduced the 


bill (Mr. Stanton] had not intimated that he in- |) 
tended to force action upon the bill the present | 


session. iy in the suggestion of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, I now move the previous 
question. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, hoped the gen- 


tleman from Ohio [Mr. Mixer] would withdraw | mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


his demand for the previous question, and give him 
an opportunity to reply. 


Mr. PHELPS (addressing Mr. Stanton) said | 
the gentleman could speak upon the bill in Com- | 


mittee of the Whole. 


Mr. MILLER refused to withdraw his demand | 


for the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON then withdrew his motion to 
commit the bill. 

A Voice. You cannot withdraw it. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
Tennessee had the right to withdraw his motion, 
if he wished. ) 

Mr. STANTON then withdrew it, and moved 
to put the bill upon its passage. 

Mr. McMULLEN objected to the withdrawal 
of the motion to commit. . 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
Tennessee had the right to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. MILLER withdrew his demand for the 
previous question, and moved to refer the bill to 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Upon that motion he demanded the pre- | 


Union. 
vious question. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, asked the gentle- | 
man from Ohio (Mr. Mitixr] to withdraw his 


demand for the previous question. 
Mr. MILLER inquired whether the gentleman 


from Georgia wished him to withdraw for the pur- 


pose of discussion ? 
Mr. STEPHENS replied in the affirmative. 


Mr. MILLER said, if he withdrew it, it must 
be in favor of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 


SranTon.] 


Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspend- 
ed, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. MEADE demanded tellers, but they were 


not ordered. 


The question was put, and the motion was not 


agreed to. 


The question was then taken on seconding the 
demand for the previous question, and it was sec- 


onded—ayes 74, noes 60. 
The main question was ordered to be put. 


Mr. SCHENCK said, it would be recollected _ 


I will yield with pleasure to 


It seems to me that this dis- | 
cussion of the merits of the bill is very unseason- | 


I repeat, I did not intend to 
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Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and carried in the 
affirmative—yeas 156, nays 3l—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Alston, 
Anderson, Averett, Bayly, Bingham, Bokee, Bowlin, Bovd, 
Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burrows, Burt, Butler, Jo- 
seph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Campbell, Cartter, Clarke, Cleveland, Clingman, William- 
son R.,W. Cobb, Colcock, Cole. Conger, Crowell, Daniel 
Danner, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duncan, Dunham, Dur 
kee, Edmundson, Etiot, Nathan Evarts, Ewing,Featherston, 
Fitch, Fowler, Fuller, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmore, Goode- 
now, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Hamilton, Har 
alson, Harlan,. sham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoag- 
land, Howard, Hunter, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, William 
T. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kerr, George 
G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Leffler, Levin, 


Matteson, MeClernand, McDonald, McGaughey, MeLan- 
|, ahan, McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meacham, Meade, 
| John K. Miller, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Orr, 
Otis, Outlaw, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phetps, Phenix, Pit- 
man, Potter, Putnam, Reynolds? Richardson, Risley, Rob- 
bins, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Sawtelie, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 


| 


Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob 
|, Thompson, James Thompson, Thurman, Toomba, Tuck, 
|, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
|| Watkins, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, and 
Young—156. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Beale, Bocock, Breck, F. 
Carrington Cabell, Chandler, Corwin, Doty, Freedleyv, Gil- 


| La Séare, MeDowell, Millson, Morse, Morton, Newell, 
Penn, Powell, Reed, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich- 
ard H. Stanton, White, Williams, and Wright—31. 


So the bill and reports were referred to the Com- 


_ and ordered to be printed. 
taken, and to lay that motion on the table. 


yet expired? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. MEADE demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the motion to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table; but they were not ordered. 

Mr. MEADE demanded tellers on the motion, 
but they were not ordered. 


The question was then taken and decided in the 


affirmative; and the bills and reports of the major- 
ity and minority were referred to the Committee 

| of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended 
and the House resolve itself into Committeee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ASHMUN said he hoped not, but that the 
House would proceed to the consideration of the 

| business on the Speaker’s table. 
tellers on the motion, and they were ordered. 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the yeas and nays. He 
wanted to see who would vote to obstruct the ap- 
priation bills. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and the ques- | 


tion being taken, it was carried in the affirmative 
—yvyeas 147, nays 38—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Alston, Ander- 
son, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bell, Bingham, Rocock. Bokee, 
Bowlin, Bovd, Breck, Briges, Albert G. Brown, William 
J. Brown, Burrows, Burt, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph 
Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Camp 
bell, Cartter, Cleveland, Clingman, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Coleack, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Daniel, Danner, 
Deberry, Dickey, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmore, Gor- 
man, Gott, Gould, Hall, Halloway, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Hampton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, T. 1. Harris, Haymond. Hebard, Henry, Hib- 
bard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Howe, Huan- 
ter, Joseph W. Jackson, William T. Jackson, Andrew 
Johnson, Jones, Julian, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, H. 
Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, McClernand, Mc- 
Donald, McDowell, MeGanghey, McKissock, MeMoullen, 
McQueen. McWillie, Meacham, Mende, John K. Miller, 
Millson, Morris, Morrison, Morse, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, 
Olds, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, 
| Penn, Phelps, Reed, Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Rob- 


Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, | 


Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus | 


bert, Hammond, Hanipton, Hay, Holladay, Houston, Howe, | 


Mr. HALL moved to reconsider the vote just 1 


Mr. ASHMUN asked if the morning hour had | 


He asked for || 


that the minority of the committee reported a bill, 
not only entirely different in its character from the | 
one then under consideration, but one which was 
proposed as a substitute to it. 

The SPEAKER said that the bill reported by 
the minority of the committee would be compre- 
hended in the motion to refer to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

_ Mr. SCHENCK inquired whether it would be 
included in the motion to print? 

The SPEAKER said that the bill with all the re- 
Ports were included? 

The question now being on the motion to refer 
and to print, 


bins, Robinson, Root, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Sackett, Saw- 
telle, Schenck, Seddon, Silvester, Sprague, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, James Thompson, John B. Thompson. Toombs. Van 
Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, Well- 
born, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wil- 
mot, and Young—147. 


vin, Clarke, Crowell, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Fliot, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Goodenow, Grinnell, Hay, Houston, Kerr, 
George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Levin, 
Matteson, Moore, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Rockwell, 
Schoolcraft, Spaulding, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, R. 
H. Stanton, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, White, and 
Wright—38. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 
The House accordingly resalved itself into Cem- 





NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Andrews. Ashmun, Buel, Cal- | 
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mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

(Mr. Ricuarpson in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated that when the com 
mittee rose yesterday, the Military Academy bill 
was under consideration, and the question pend- 
ing was on the amendment moved by Mr. Cuanp- 
Ler, to add to the bill a section providing that after 
the 30th of June, 1851, the pay and allowance of 
each cadet of the Military Academy shall be $28 
per month, any existing law or part of law to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

Mr. MEADE asked if debate had been stopped 
upon the bill? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it had. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 

' of Mr. Cuanpier, and it was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the bill be laid aside, 
and be reported to the House, and that the com- 
mittee take up the bill making appropriations for 
revolutionary and other pensions, 

Mr. STANLY said he wished to offeran amend- 
ment to the Military Academy bill, not for the 
purpose of detaining the committee now to con- 
sider it, but for the purpose of bringing the sub- 

ject to which it refers to the consideration of the 
i| next Congress. I only desire to have the sug 

gestion of an experienced judge, considered by 
'| the Committee on Military Affairs at the next 
session. : 

I ask that the amendment may be read, and if itis 
now out ef order I will not object to its being so 
decided. I will ask that anarticle from the Intelli- 
gencer, referring to this matter, may be inserted as 
my speech in the Congressional Globe, 

The following is the amendment: 

Sec. —. 


And be it enacted, That to promote the efficiency 
of the military arm of the service, the Presidentis authorized 
to assemble three field officers of artillery, and twocompanies 

“from each of the four regiments of artillery, exclusive of the 
companies now serving as field artillery at Fort Monroe, 
Virginia, or some other suitable fort, for the purpose of es- 
tablishing an artillery school of practice: Provided, That 
whenever the companies composing the school shal) have 
received instruction for the period of two years, they shall 
then be removed, and their places supplied by other two 
companies from each of the four regiments to which they 
respectively belong.”’ 


The following is the article from the Intelligen- 
cer referred to by Mr. Stan ty: 


TO THE EDITORS, 
} WasuHinoton, January 30, 1851. 
GENTLEMEN: I enclose you an extract of a letter from a 
| highly intelligent gentleman, upon the subject of establish 
ing an “Artillery School of Practice.’ 
fn the hope of calling the attention of Congress to so im- 
portant a matter, I request the favor of you to publish thia 
extract in your useful and widely circulating paper. 
Yours, &e. A SUsscRiBer. 
. 





Extract enclosed in the above. 

My thoughts have been direct‘d more exclu- 
sively to army matters, and the more they dwell upon the 
subject of an “Artillery School of Practice’’ the more im- 
portant that subject seems to become. Now, while Con- 
gress seems disposed to legislate for the army, this measure 
is so much in accordance with the rest that it ought not to 
be neglected ; and every measure for promoting the effi- 
ciency of the service ought to be adopted at this time, if for 
no other reason than to counterbalance the relaxation and 
overestimate of our military power, which must necesearily 
follow our extraordinary snecesses in Mexico. Add to this 

| that a republic with sosmal!l an army as ours can never be 
too well prepared for war; and indeed it may be well con 
ceived that the present peaceful state of christendom is as 
much due to the development of the destructive capacities 
of artillery as to any other cause. 

Our school at West Point is simply one of theory, not 
time enough being allowed for practice. The profession of 
the artillerist is eminently a practical one, embracing many 

| elements that can be learned only by practice. The consid- 
erable Powers of Europe, bave their“ artillery schools of 
practice,’’ while we have none. Our artillery corps have 
been serving as infantry regiments for fully fifteen years, 
alone excepting the few companies of light artillery. The 
law for creating four artillery regiments is not complied with 

'| when these four regiments are kept serving as infantry. 

| Though artillery officers may have a general theoretical! 
knowledge of their profession, the men have neither theory 
nor practice. The greater number of militia troopsin time 
| of war, the more perfect should our knowledge of artillery 


The measure proposed for supplying the deficiency in a 
practical knowledge of their profession on the part of the 
officers and men of the artillery regimerts is simple, easy 
of execution, and attended with but little additional ex- 
pense, if any. It is to establish an “ Artillery School of 
Practice,” say at Fort Monroe, Virginia, to consist of two 
|| companies from each of the four artillery regiments—in all! 

eight companies. These companies to be instructed in 
| their profession two yehrs, and then sent out to serve either 
as artillery or infantry, as the exigencies of the serviee may 
require—their place at the school to be filled with eight 
other companies, and so on. In the course of eight years 
all the four artillery regiments will thus have received in 
struction; and at the same time will have performed as 


') much actual service aa they perform new; and we should 
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tus have, constantly, a well instructed body of artillerixts. 
The chief additional expense would probably arise from the 
consumption of powder; and I may here state the fact that 
the Government sold Jast winter at Old Point upwards of 
five hundred barrels, which had become ruined by its long 
storage in damp magazines. The experience gained by 
firing itaway would have been of some value. 

To establish a school of this kind on a permanent footing 
would require an aet of Congress. The act should run 


something like this: and be it further enacted, That, to | 


promote the efficiency of the artillery arm of the service, 


the President is authorized to assemble three field officers 


of artillery and two companies from each of the four regi- 
ments of artillery, exclusive of the companies now serving 
as field artillery, at Fort Monroe, Virginia, or some other 
suitable port, for the purpose of establishing an Artillery 
School of Practice: Provided, That whenever the com- 
panies composing the school shall have received instruc- 
tion for the period of two years, they shall then be removed, 
and their places supplied by other two companies from each 
of the tour regiments to which they respectively belong. 

Please excuse me for troubling you with these remarks. 
Under many inconveniences | bave been stimulated to 
make them, from a conviction of their importance. Let 
me now trouble you to make such a disposition of them as 
would best subserve the cause which they are intended to 
promote. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, inquired if the 
amendment was in order ? 

Mr. BAYLY thought the amendment clearly 
out of ordér; and ’ 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment to be 
out of order. 

Mr. BAYLY 
to be reported to the House; which motion was 
urreed to. 

REVOLUTIONARY AND OTHER PENSIONS. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the Committee of 
the Whole then proceeded to consider the bill ma- 


king appropriations for the payment of revolution- | 


ry and other pensions of the United States for 
the year ending the 320th of June, 1852. 
Mr. B. said: I avail myself of this opportunity, 


before this debate is stopped, to make an earnest | 
: . . | 
appeal to the members of this committee to remain 


here, and not allow us to fall into the condition we 
were yesterday, which compelled the committee to 
rise, and the House to adjourn, for want of a quo- 
If gentlemen will not stay and sit the bill 
out, it will be utterly impossible to get through 
with the business of the session. I also give notice 
that if we shall be found without a quorum, I will 


ru. 


eall for a division of the committee, that the roll | 


may be called and the absentees noted; so that if 
Congress adjourns without passing the appropria- 
tion bills, the country can see whose absence it 
was that created the necessity. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee said: I desire | 


o make some remarks not directly relating to this 
bill; but eonsiderme the circumstances under 


whic 


assailed by «its opponents, I feel that I shall be 
justified in making some remarks not strictly con- 
nected with the hill—justified by the practice of 
the House and by the importance of the policy of 
which I design to speak. The committee will un- 
derstand that I design to address my remarks to 
the policy connected with the bill which I intro- 
duced to the House on yesterday, for the estab- 
lishment of a line of mail steamers from the west- 
ern coast of the United States to Asia, and from 
the eastern coast of the United States to certain 
points in Europe. You are aware, sir, and the 
committee is well informed, that the system of es- 


tablishing mail steamers commenced during the | 
Polk, and reeeived the | 


administration of Mr 
sanction of that distinguished statesman and his 
Cabinet. In truth, sir, the measures then adopted 
were Administration measures, and I need only 
refer you to the third annual message of Mr. Polk 
in 1847 to prove the truth of what I will say. I 
will read a single paragraph—— 

Mr. TOOMBS (here interrupting) called the 
rentleman to order. 
mittee ought not to tolerate this custom of speak- 
ing to matters not immediately before the commit- 
tee, so far as to allow the gentleman to get up and 
talk about a dead bill when there was so many 
live ones to be acted on. 

The CHAIRMAN wished to know if the gen- 
Ueman from Georgia [Mr. Toomsps) raised the 
point of order that the remarks of the gentleman 
from Tennessee were not ‘in drder, because they 
had no reference to the bill before the committee? 

Mr. TOOMBS said that his point of order was, 


that debate upon steamboats was not in order on 
pension bill. 


The CHAIRMAN decided that the remarks of 


moved that the bill be laid aside | 


1 was cut off this morning from debating a | 
- . | 
bill which I myself introduced and which had been | 


He thought that the com- | 
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li the gentleman from Tennessee were in order. It 


had been the invariable practice to permit debate 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, 

Mr. TOOMBS appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. The practice might have been per- 
mitted but it was nevertheless a wrong one. 

The question was then taken on the appeal, 
‘Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judg- 
ment of the committee?’ and it was decided in the 
negative. 

So the decision of the Chair wgs reversed, and 
the remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee 
were ruled out of order. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the bill was then | 
| laid aside to be reported to the House. 

The committee then took up House bill No. 
436—the Naval pension bill. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the committee then 
rose, 

And the Speaker having resumed the chair, the 
chairman of the committee reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union had 
directed him to report back House bills Nos. 434 
and 435, being the Military Academy bill and the 


|| Revolutionary pension bill, the former with an 
amendment; and that they had also had under | 
consideration House bill No. 436, the naval pen- | 


sion bill, and had come to no resolution thereon. 
| ‘The question was first upon the amendment re- 
ported to the Military Academy bill, which was 
concurred in, and the bill was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; nnd being en- 
grossed, was read the third time and passed. 

House bill No. 435, being a bill making anpro- 
priations for revolutionary and other pensions, 
was then ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being encrossed aceording to order, was 
read the third time and passed. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bills were passed, and to lay the motion 
to recensider wpon the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY offered the usual resolution to 
close debate in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, on the naval pension bill, in 
one minute after the committee should resume the 
consideration of the bill 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to 
amend the resolution by substituting ‘* one hour” 
| for ** one minute.”’ 

The amendment was disacreed to 
| lution was then adopted 


, NAVAL PENSION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the ruies were 
suspended, and the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the"Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Rictiarpson in the chair.) and resumed the 
consideration of the naval nension bill. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the comnnittee 
next todk up House bill No, 437, making appro- 
priation for the current and. contingent expenses 
of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the 
year ending June 30, 1852. 

Mr. BAYLY suggested that as the bill was a 
long one, the reading of it should be dispensed 
with, 

Mr. MEADE objected. He thought the bill 
had better be read. If they went on at this rate 
of dispatch, instead of not haying time enough, 
they would have three or four days more than 

' they wanted. [Laughter.]} 
Mr. BAYLY said that the bill was thirty-five 


and the reso- 


item in it; they were all to carry out treaties. He 
submitted to the committee, therefore, whether it 


bill. As to the remark of his colleague, [Mr. 
Meape,} he begged leave to say that these bills 
which had been disposed of with so much dis- 
| patch, were uncontroverted bills, to which there 
were no amendments to be offered. The dispatch 
| with which they had been disposed of was no cri- 
terion of the time which the Army, Navy, Post 
Office, and Civil and Diplomatic appropriation 
| bills would occupy, to which hundreds of amend- 
ments would be offered. 

| Mr. MEADE withdrew his call for the reading 
' ofthe bill, 


| pages long, and that there was not a controverted | 


| was worth while to waste an hour in reading the | 
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The Crerk then reported the first paragraph 
of the bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said: I desire ty 
give notice here that it is my intention, at the 
proper time, to offer certain amendments, to come 
in at the end of the bill, which have been prepared 
by the Committee on Indian Affairs, which ‘mee 

) the approbation of the Indian Bureau, and which 
are absolutely necessary to the successful opera. 
tion of that Department of the Government here. 
after. It is not my wish unnecessarily to con- 
sume time, and I proceed to explain the nature of 
the amendment as briefly as I can. The object of 
the series of amendments which I shall offer is to 
effect that reorganization of the Indian Depart. 
ment which the changed relations of our Goverp. 

'ment, her very considerable acquisition of terri- 
tory, the increased number of tribes, and the 
amount of responsibility require. I will proceed 
now to read the sections of my amendment, and to 
explain each one succinctly; and while I do se | 
respectfully ask the attention of those wha feel any 
interest in relation to this particular Department of 
the Government, in order that they may be able to 
ask any questions in elation to the amendments, 
and to understand them thoroughly. 

The first section of the amendment is as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That from and after the thir 
tieth day of June next, all laws or parts of laws now in force 
providing for the appointment or employment of superin 
tendents of Indian Affairs, of whatever character, for any of 
the Indian tribes east of the Rocky Mountains and north of 

| New Mexico and Texas, shall be and the same are hereby 
repealed; and that the President be, and he is hereby au 
thorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to appoint three superintendents of Indian Affairs for said 

Indians, who shall receive an annual salary eacli of $2,000, 
| and whose duty it shall be to exercise a general superin- 

tendence over such tribes of Indians as the President of the 

United States or the Secretary of the Department of the In 

terior may direct, and to execute and perform all the pow 

ers and duties now assigned by law to superintendents o/ 

indian Affhirs: Provided, That the Governor of Minnesota 

“shall continue to be ex officio superintendent of Indian Af 
fairs for that Territory until the President shall otherwise 
direct. 

There are now four superintendents of Indian 
Affairs in the original Indian territory. The 
amount of salary which these gentlemen receive 
is $1,500 per annum. There is now but one 
of these superintendents with a full superintend- 
ance. He is stationed at St. Louis. There is an 
acting superintendent, who is agent of the Choe- 
taws, oalie stationed west of Arkansas, and there 
is one in Michigan. 

It is deemed by the Department that the loca- 

| tions of these superintendents are not altogether 
the best for the services they have to perform. 
| ‘The fourth superintendent is the Governor of Min- 
| nesota, who is ex officio superintendent of Indian 
Affairs, and receives, as such Governor, an addi- 
tional compensation of $1,000. He is to be left 
until such time as the Executive may deem it ex- 
pedient to make a change. Theextraordinary ef- 
ficiency of that officer renders it expedient that he 
shall be retained, at least until such time as his 
serviees shall be found to be unnecessary. 

I now call the attention of the committee to the 
question of the expense of this reorganization, by 
which a superior efficiency is to be attained in the 
Indian bureau and the Indian service. If, sir, 1! 
can be shown that the reorganization can be ef- 
fected so as to secure superior efficiency without 
increasing the expenses of the Government, but, 
on the contrary, decreasing the amount of patron- 
age in the hands of the Executive, and also the 
incidental expenses of the Department, then, | 
presume, the House will be satisfied to adopt thi 
plan of reorganization, which has been matured by 
the Indian Department, fully considered by the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and which I shal! 
have the honor to-day to offer. 

It will be perceived that $2,000 is the salary pre- 
nosed to be given to these several superintendents 
Sas created. I might have passed it by without 
attracting attention to it, but I wish the committee 
to see and consider it. The number of the super- 
intendents is to be reduced ultimately from four to 
three, and there will be in this instance an increase 
of Pon in the expenses of the Government unt: 
such timeas the ex officio or sere superintendent, 
the Governor of Minnesota, shall be dispensed with 
by the Executive, and that is sure to take place 
whenever there is any change in the Territory of 
Minnesota in regard to this officér, and may take 
place earlier, as it is lefta matter of discretion. He 
is retained at present in consequence of his very 
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-roat efficiency, and the experience of the A nde 
ent is that he is one of the best and ablest officers 
that the Department has ever had in its service. 
{allude to Governor Ramsey. When that office 
is discontinued, then the whole increase in this par- 
ticular section of the organization will amount 
wily to the sum of $500, while to justify it I state 
shat the character of the service to be performed is 
rendered far more difficult, important, and respon- | 
«ible than that performed by the same class oldcer 
ynder the existing system, and whilst the grade of 
ervice is elevated in its duties and its rank both | 
lerally and intellectually to the highest degree. 

The becond section is as follows: 

ind be it further enacted, That hereafter all Indian trea 
nes shall be negotiated by such officers and agents of the 
indian Department as the President of the United States 
may designate for that purpose, and no officer or agent so | 
employe shall receive any additional compensation for | 
such service. 

Mr. SIBLEY (interposing) here asked a ques- 
tion in reference to the salary of the Governor of 
Minnesota, understood to be a desire to know 
how the deficiency in the salary of the Governor 
was proposed to be wy ta 

Mr. JOHNSON. will state that Governor 
Ramsey has a connection ex officio with the Indian 
Department—as have all the Governors of our 
Territories under existing laws—and he receives 
$1,000 salary over and above his salary as Gov- 
ernor, for the services which he thus renders as ex 
ficio superintendent of Indian affairs. In conse- 
quence of the extraordinary efficiency and value 
f the services of this particalar gentleman, it is 
proposed in this reorganization not to strike him 
out, until such time as in the discretion of the 


Executive it may be deemed unnecessary to retain |! 


him any longer, and the section then authorizes 
the Executive to dispense with his services. As 
to the question how to supply the deficiency that 
will be thus created in the salary of the Governor, 
it is something with which the Committee and 
Bureau of Indian Affairs have nothing to do. It 
s presumable that the salary of the Governor is 
suficient. If it is not so, then it is a matter for 
Congress and other departments to consider. 

Mr. SIBLEY here interposed a remark that 
vas quite inaudible. * 

Mr. JOHNSON. The salary of the Governor 
of Minnesota has nothing to do with Indian af- | 
fuirs, and we can do nothing in relation to it in 
this bill. j 

The second section of the amendment—and I 
all the attention of the committee to it, as it is, 
perhaps, the most important section of this reor- 
ranization—provides, that ‘henceforth, where | 
‘treaties are to be made with the various tribes of 
‘Indians in our western country, those treaties 
‘shall be conducted by the regular officers of the 
‘Indian Department of this Government.”’ In 
other words, that the Executive shall have discre- 
tion to select from the whole corps of the Indian 
Department, from its superintendents in the Terri- 
tories and its agents among the various tribes, 
such of their number as he shall think proper and 
necessary, for the purpose of making such treaties 
with the Indians as may be thought advisable by 
the Government; and that the persons so detailed 
by the Executive shall receive no extra compensa- | 
tion whatever. 

This has been admitted by all who have consid- 
ered the subject, to be the greatest reform that could | 
possibly be made in the whole of our Indian rela- | 
tions. Some few of the reasons I will point out 
to the committee; but I cannot attempt, in the lim- | 
ited time allowed me, to enlarge upon them at all. | 
It is a well-known fact that the treaties which we | 
make with the Indians have been of a most com- | 
plex and difficult character. ‘Their tribes are in | 
many respects regarded and treated as sovereign- 
ues, and as foreigners to our Government, whilst, 
in fact, we hold them as subjects; and that they | 
should be treated, in ourtelations with them, with | 
n due respect to the laws of justice and equity, 
(and it has ever been the pride of the American 
Government to attempt it,) it will be acknowledged 
by all is an exceedingly difficult matter. 

Now, sir, the treaties which have been hereto- , 
fore made with the Indian tribes, purchasing their 
‘erritory, have been of a character that have pro- | 
duced the greatest confusion and the greatest loss | 
‘o this Government., The debates which take 
place here at every session of Congress prove the | 
truth of what I assert. The reason, to a very | 
great extent, why this has been the case, is, that 
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the parties who have been selected by the Execu- 
tive to make these treaties have, as a general rule, 
beey mere political friends, selected with a view 
to render them a favor rather than with a view to 
the efficiency of the service. They have beer in 
many cases mere broken-down political hacks— 
men unacquainted with Indian wants and Indian 
manners, and ignorant of the policy of the Govern- 
ment. The consequence has been that their trea- 
ties have been of most confounding, disorderly, 
unconnected, unreasonable, and inconsistent pro- 
visions; in the construction of which the Govern- 


' ment has suffered to the extent of millions. 


It may be supposed by some, that because these 
treaties are only made with Indians, therefore an 
inferior order of mind and an inferior degree of 
intelligence only is necessary to what would by 
required in framing a treaty with a foreign Power. 
So gross an error | would not combat in serious 
argument. If we look to the Department of State, 
that governs and directs in regard to our treaties 
with foreign Powers, and if we look to the sys- 
tem of all foreign Governments, we shall find that 
they have deemed it necessary to take the very 
first talent of the country, and to educate a diplo- 


+ matic corps for the purpose of making treaties to 


protect the rights of Government, and of defining 
clearly those rights when agreed upon. Is there 
not an equal degree of mental acumen and clear- 
ness necessary in regard to Indian treaties that 
there is with regard to those that we may form with 
France, England, or any other Power? 

It has been the custom heretofore to appoint 
commissioners to make treaties with Indian tribes 


from among the political friends of the Executive, 


without reference to their qualifications; and the 
consequence is, that we find ourselves called upon 
to make tremendous appropriations, simply from 
the fact that the treaties made were of that inex- 
tricable, indefinite, double-meaning, and confused 
character that it is impossible to come to any well- 
established conclusion under them, and we are 
glad to cut short the controversy by saying that 
we will pay certain amounts, without reference to 


justice or equity, and stain our statutes with pro- 


visions that the payment shall be a receipt in full, 
whether other rights are found to exist or not. 

Sir, the reorganization of the Indian Bureau, as 
proposed by that section, consists in this: that the 
Exeeutive shall have the power to appoint from 
the whole corps of the Indian service, just such 
men as have the rreatest experience and adequate 
ability to treat with the ladtéae: and thus is 
driven to the Indian service for the diplomatic 
agents he may select, whilst the persons so de- 
tache@ shall receive no extra compensation. In 
order that there may exist in that corps a class of 
men of the highest order of talent, morality, and 
pure character, so as to make the plan efficient, 
the salaries are raised 4500 a year, so that when 
the plan is completed, as there will be then only 
three superintendents, the arhount of salaries paid 
will be only increased $500, and until completed, 
(as long as the services of Governor Ramsey are 
retained,) only $1,500 « year, whilst at the same 
time they will take the place of commisstoners, 
who now annualfy draw from the Treasury large 
sums of money for individual services, to say 
nothing of incidental expenses and the injury 
which the Government sustains in con sequence of 
the ignorance of our Indian policy, and of the 
manners and habits of the Indians with whom 
they treat. I: will be seen that the difference in 
expense 1s nothing, w hile the advantages held out 
are of a most palpable and invitine character. 
There are gentlemen here who have heretofore 
clamored loudly against Executive patronage; but 
the Indian Bureau and the Secretary of the In- 
terior now recommend this policy, which abridges 
and cuts off a very large amount of Executive 
patronage. I may say further in regard to this 
section, that I confidently believe, after the fullest 
investigation of the subject, that if this system is 
adopted, it will cause a saving of $5,000,000 within 
the next ten or twelve years. 

There is oné.point to which [ wish to call the 
attention of the committee. Itit this. It will be 
recollected that at the last session of Congress, by 
the Executive recommendation and at the instance 
of the Committee on Indian Affairs, the sum of 
$30,000 was appropriated for the purpose of consti- 
tuting a boasd of commissioners either the Indian 
Department to make treaties with, and collect statis- 
tics in relation to the Indians on our Mexican fron- 
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tier. Itwas organized and despatched in connection 
with the boundary commission. That board, for 
which $30,000 was a ypropriated , is now at San An 
tonio, in Texas, aol it has not been beyond that 
point, as lam informed; and as rumor states, have 
sent back estimates for $60,000 more. 1 understand 
they have as yet dove nothing, and the estimates 
of the entire concern seem, from what | can learn, 
to be of a most extravagant and extraordinary 
character. The expédition seems to be conducted 
more as a triumphal tour through the country 
than for any practical and useful puposes, and the 
estimates I believe include everything from cham 

magne tosardines. [Laughter.]| Now the Indian 
yureau does not desire to have any connection 
with anything of that kind. Iam informed that 
when the estimates were presented to the Secreta 

ry of the Interior, and he had looked through 
them im profound silegee, he solemnly drew his 
pen across them. He would not countenance any 

thing of that sort. 

Sir, we propose by this section of the amend 
ment to get rid of everything of the splendor 
of our future expeditions, to save the sums that 
may be wastefully expended, and to institute a 
hardy, frugal, and efficient arm of the public ser- 
vice. 

Mr. HALL (interposing) asked if this amend 
ment had the sanction of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs ? 

Mr. JOHNSON. It has received the consider 
ation of the Committee on Indian Affairs, and they 
approve of it without a dissenting voice. If this 
section 1s adopted we shall not only dispense with 
the necessity for any additional expenditure te 
support this expedition, but will be enabled to dis- 
pense with the Indian branch of the expedition it 
self; as the Department can then secure all the 
objects expected to be attained by the commission, 
through their own agents under this reorganiza 
tion, and without any additional compensation to 


| their officers, or any unusual appropriation of 
| money. There is, sir, every reason to hope, and 


the strongest grounds to believe, that this reorgan 
ization will be a measure of the greatest utility 
the Government. The third section is as fol 
lows: 

And be it further enacted, That in heu ot. the twenty 
three agents and sub-agents, heretofore employed for the 
Indians east of the Rocky Mountains and north of New 
Mexico and Texas, the President be, and he is hereby au 
thorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to appoint eleven Indian agents, who shall each receive an 
annual salary of £1,500, and alao six other agents with an 
annual salary each of $1,000, whose appointment: shall take 
effect from and after the J0th day of June next; and the said 
agents shall execute and perform all the powers and duties 
now assigned by law to Indian agents. 


By that section there will be an actual saving in 
outlay in the amount of salaries amounting to 


| about 43,000. Also, from the decreasé of the fees 


there will bea saving under the head of contingent 
expenses, amounting al soO,at a low estimate, to 
43,000. ‘This section also otters inducements to a 
class of men to go west and live in these regions 
of country, whose character, intellect, and intee- 
rity shall be sufficient to authorize Government to 
intrust them with the higher grade of service 
which this system of reorganization will necessa- 
rily impose upon them. It is also expected that 
in cases when two or more sub-agents are sSta- 
tioned with contiguous tribes, at a salary of 4750, 
one or the other wul be dispe nsed w ith, and one 


| full agent appointed with a salary of $1,000. Now, 


almost every tribe has an agentat a salary of $750, 
and this House will readily recognize that men of 
any very htgh order of mind and intelligence cat 
not uniformly be commanded for that pittance 
who will be willing to abandon the interests and 
associations of civilized life and voluntarily accept 
a life with the savage. 

This section accomplishes, or at least conten 
ylates, a more efficient reorganizauon of the Indian 
yureau and service. It decreases the expenses of 
the service about 46,000 remotely, $4,500 immedi- 
ately, and at the same time it secures the services 
of a superior ¢ lass of men. It will enable you 
to obtain men who will be fitted to conduct your 
treaties with the Indians hereafter, so as both te 
protect the interesis of Government and the ‘ler 
ritories, and the interests of the Indians. These 
considerations appear to me amply sufficient, and 
I shall pass to the next section, unless inquiries 
are put to me for further information. 

Mr. J. then read the fourth section, as followe: 

And be it further enacted, That the President be an 
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thorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate, to appoint four agents tor the tndians in the Territory 


of New Mexico, and one agentior those in the Territory of i 


Utah. who shall reecive an aunual salary each of 31,500, 
and person all the duties of agent to such Indians or tribes 
as shall be assigned Uiem by the Superintendent of Indian 
Allairs tor those Territories respectively, under the direc- 


ton of the President or Secretary of the Departinent of the | 


fatersor. 


That section, Mr. Chairman, proposes to give 
more Indian agents to New Mexico. ‘That is en- 
urely beyond the system wé have contemplated, 
and the old limits of our Indian territory. The 
salary proposes to be given to these four agents is 
$2,000 each. ‘The object of the creation of these 
four agents, and at this increased salary, is to 
enable the Department to obtain men of that degree 
of character, and of ability, for that pariicular sec- 
tion of the country, that are needed to conduct 
with success our Indian affairs in that quarter. 
The number of Indians in that region is unknown, 
and almost everything has yet to be learned re- 
specting them, Everything will be new, every- 
thing has to be ascertained, in a portion of our 
territory where the very number and localities of 
the numerous tribes are unknown. We have 
many treaties to conduct there, and to conduct 
them properly it is indispensably necessary that 
the men who shall be appointed shall not be like 
the commissioners who have too often hitherto 
teen selected, men who have cared for little but 
their pay, men who felt no interest in the service 
for itself, men who had no identification with it, 
regarded no responsibility beyond that of the pass- 
ing hour, and who were perhaps chosen and 
rewarded for a mere polititical partisanship. We 
require men of a high order of intelligence and 
judgment, and these can be obtained for a salary 
of $2,000. Such a salary in that country is not a 
large one. It is well known that as we progress 
towards California the price of everything increases, 
and, therefore, what might be considered a good 
salary here, would not there approach to it. 

As to the position of the Bureau of Indian Af- 
fairs, with whom the Committee on Indian Affairs 
have advised, | will say afew words. The inform- 
ation that has come from New Mexico calls for 
and claims from the Government, the appointment 
of aconsiderable number of agents there. Govern- 
or Calhoun says that the United States Govern- 
ment needs at least twenty efficient agents, and 
that a smaller number will not do. Of the various 
reoorts that have come in, detailing the number of 
tribes, their location, and other general statistical 
information, the very lowest estimate that has been 
made recommends the appointment of ten agents 
as essen'iaily and absolutely necessary. 

Now, sir, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
is desirous of preserving the full efficiency of that 
Department, and in order to enable him to make 
it 80, he asks you to authorize the appointment of 
only f-ur agents; but for these agents he asks you 
to provide the most efficient men you can give. 
To get this efficiency you are asked to grant them 
salaries of $2,000 each, as absolutely needful to 
secure with certainty that object in that section of 
country. 

The House will readily recognize the necessity 
for efficient agents in this region of country; not 
only for the interests of the Government, but our 
treaty stipulations with Mexico require that there 
should exist an able and efficient agency to super- 


intend our Indian affairs on the Mexican frontier. | 


I think it can hardly be necessary to urge addi- 
tional argument as to the absolute necessity that 
exists for the appointment in New Mexico of these 
four full agents. 
very small number of superintendents asked for 
by the Indian Bureau to perform such important 
and extensive service, that they will be granted. 

The fifth section is as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the superintendents and 
agents to be appointed under the visions of this act, be- 
fore entering upon the duties of their respective offices, 
ehall give bond in euch penalties and with such security as 
the President or Secretary of- the Interior may require, and 
shall hold their offices respectively for the term of four 
years. 

This section, I think, requires no explanation 
whatever, and [ shall pass on to the next section, 
which reads thus: 


and he @ further enacted, That all the laws now in 
foree, regulating trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes, or such previsions of the same as may be applicable, 
shall be and the same are hereby extended over the Indian 
tribes in the Territeries of New Mexico and Utah. 


With regard to that sestien, if the eommittee 


I do hope that, considering the | 


| will explain. 
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will reflect but a short time, it will perceive the 
absolute necessity for the provision that it contains. 
During last session of Congress these laws were 
extended over Oregon. It is now necessary to 
extend them throughout the balance of the Terri- 
tories of this Governmeut; this provision makes 
that extension, I deem it that no further explana- 
tion can be considered useful on that point. 
The next section is as follows: 


ind beit further enacted, That from and after the 30th | 


day of June next, the salaries of the interpreters lawfully 
employed in the service of the United States, in California, 
Oregon, Utah, and New Mexico, shall be $500 per annum, 
and ofall so employed elsewhere $400. 

In this section provision ts made for an increase 
of the amount of salary paid to those who are em- 
ployed as interpreters, above what has been given 


to them hitherto. I will just state that, in conduct- | 
ing our treaties with the wild Indian tribes, it ap- 


pears to me that every ope must comprehend the 
absolute necessity that the most perfect communi- 
cation and explicit comprehension should exist be- 
tween the agents of the United States and the In- 
dians, especially in the formation of treaties and 
the settlement of the various obligations that shall 
govern both. At the present time, there are tra- 
ding companies established in New Mexico that 
employ interpreters at higher salaries than those 
we now pay to Government interpreters. In con- 
quence of this, the Government service is consid- 
ered an inferior description of service to that per- 
formed for the trading companies. The traders, 
consequently, are supplied with better and more 
intelligent interpreters than the Government. To 
secure the best talent to fill these offices which are 
important and responsible, you are asked to give 
larger remuneration than that heretofore said. 
This appears to me sufficient to show the demauad 
that is made to be reasonable and just, and the ne- 
cessity that exists that better and more efficient 
interpreters should be secured. I will therefore 
pass to the eighth section, which is as follows: 


And te it further enacted, That the chief clerk in the 
office of Indian Affairs shall be allowed a salary equal to 
that of the cbief clerk of any other bureau, and that the ap- 
pointment of four additional clerks in said office be and is 
hereby authorized, two of whom shall be allowed a salary 
of $1,600 each, one a salary of $1,400, and one a salary of 
$1,200, and that the payment of the salary of $1,400 to one 
of the clerks in said office out of the Chickasaw fund be 
discontinued, and that said salary be hereafter paid out of 
the Treasury of the United States. Nor shall further pay- 
ments be made out of said fund to any clerk or clerks in 
any of the executive offices. 

That section proposes to increase the grade in 
the service, and raise the pay of the chief clerk in 
the Indian Bureau, so that it shall equal that of 
the chief clerk in any other bureau of this Govy- 
ernment. 

Mr. CARTTER. 
submit that the gentleman from Arkansas is not 
in order in proposing an alteration in the salary 
of clerks in a bill making appropriations for the 
Department. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ar- 


kansas has not yet offered his amendment. 


Mr. CARTTER. Then I raise the point of | 


order that the gentleman is not speaking to the 
subject under discussion. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The gentleman 
from Ohio isalmost too fast. If he will wait I be- 
lieve I can readily meet his point of order. I 
should be obliged, however, if the gentleman would 
listen before raising a point of order that my 
course of remark will not invite. 


the reasons that I will give for the amendment I 
shall hereafter offer; and when he has done so, if 
he thinks the amendment proper, to vote for it; and 
if not, he will of course vote against it. 


meled by any prejudices that may exist. They 
will find that the proposition I submit is intended 
to, and I think will successfully, accomplish a 
great improvement in the m&nagement of the In- 
dian bureau and our Indian relations. 

But to return to where I was interrupted: the 


last section which I have read proposes to give the | 


chief clerk in the Indian bureau the same remu- 
neration that is paid to the chief clerks in other 
bureaus of this Government. I may be asked 
what that is: it is the sum of $2,000. What is the 
good effect hoped to be gained by this change? I 
If you wish to have at the head of 
this bureau one upon whom you can safely rely, 


/and you wish to retain such a one—if you wish to 


secure a man of eharacter, and of a high degree of 





I rise to a point of order. I || 


I ask him and | 
the committee, candidly and considerately to hear | 


I wish | 
him and the House to act free from and untram- | 





ate 








| intelligence and talent, worthy of the place he 

| to occupy, you must offer remunerating pay 1 

| assert here, and that without fear of contradictioy 
that the duties performed by the chief clerk of). 


| - 


. . ° of the 
Indian bureau are not, in point of responsibility 
Js 


|| difficulty, and importance, second to those 
|| formed by the chief clerk of the State De 

The Indian bureau is not one of mere 4 
routine—not a mere matter of facts, figures 


per- 
artment, 
etail and 


: : ; » and 
calculations. Itis a bureau through which treatie: 


| 
| 
involving hundreds of millions of money and prop- 
|| erty, are originated and concluded; a bureau tha: 
has to act upon and take part in the formation of 
a most solemn chapter in the laws of the land, It 
is a bureau that has to advise and fix the basis os 
treaties with a class of people that our pride of 
character should and does render us sensitive to 
see that all things shall be done wisely and justly 
by them; and that, whilst we ourselves are frep 
from injury, we protect them from the injustice tha: 
might be done them, as well as ourselves, by jn. 
competent officia!s. 
I wish now to draw the attention of the com. 
mittee to an important consideration in relation to 
this matter. It is, that the chief clerkship of this 
bureau is frequently vacated. In what manner? 
By removal for incompetency or by resignation. |f 
| we will look into the circumstances, we will find 
thissto be the case. Few men are competent for 
| this task. But when a man has filled this office for 
hap and the experience that he has thus gained 
| has rendered him fully qualified for the position he 
| holds, he resigns in consequence of the small 
salary he is paid; and it is in the power of any 
one of the claimants for the heavy sums of money 
of late years discovered to be due the Indians, to 
secure an able attorney for the usual fee in Indian 
| matters, twenty-five or fifty per cent.; and at the 
same time deprive Government of her best defence, 
to wit: one who is familiar with all the facts, and 
able to turn them successfully in her favor or 
| against her. If corrupt, he can make the orders 
fatal to her, and then resign and reap the benefit 
| of it. This office should be well paid, and faith- 
ful men will then adhere to it. A mature and legal 
mind and of experience is absolutely essential. 
The Government must haye men of this descrip- 
tion to fill the offices that are intrusted with the 
care of such vast interests. Disputes are constantly 
occurring between the Indians and this Govern- 
| ment; and the former, knowing the necessity of 
| having some one to conduct their cases who is 
| fully versed in the intricacies of the case and the 
| history of it in the Indian bureau, will come to the 
| man holding the office and say to him: ‘* You are 
| the man we want. You are well acquainted with 
all the facts of the case and the acts, whether lezis- 
| lative or executive. We cannot successfully con- 
duct our case against your knowledge; but with 
your superior aid and experience to conduct our 
case, we shall gain it. We will give you $10,000 
or $20,000 if you will undertake it.””» What can 
he be expected to do? Will it be supposed that, 
with such inducements, he would not quit the ser- 
vice of the Government and engage in the more 
lucrative one offered him? You will readily see, 
that a man of the very highest integrity, in a posi- 
tion like that, ought to have sufficient to sustain him 
against want, to induce him to remain. The Gov- 
ernment should be able to retain such men, on 
whose judgment it should be able to rely, so that 

|| its interests may not be sacrificed. 

| But I would also ask, on what ground is it that 

|| an inferior compensation is made to the chief clerk 

of the Indian bureau, compared with that paid to 

| 

| 








the chief clerk of other bureaus? Every one must 
feel satisfied, little as I have said, with the im- 
mensely-important character and power of this 
office; and its duties cannot be considered other 
than as of the first magnitude. This cannot con- 
stitute a ground on which this Government deter- 
mines to pay a smaller uferation. The very 
‘| reason why the Committee on Indian Affairs has 
| been induced to recommend that the amount of 
pay should be raised is, that the character of the 
'| service performed by the Indian bureau is such as 
to demand the very highest capacity and purest 
i integrity,—men of legal mind and intellect, and an 
"experience of the most extended and minute de- 
scription. We recommend this increase that such 
men may be retained in the public employ. 
With respect to the increase of four clerks pro- 
posed to be granted by that last section I will say 
‘| a few words. It cannot be considered too mu 





j 
} 
| 
j 





185 


by¥ th 
shoul 
ynere 
has A 
clerie 
reas?! 
tw a 
taal 
yon ¢ 
ives 
made 
Mi 
rem 
wilh! 
M 
ewer 
poss! 
tne 4 
give 
M 
act J 
mad 
M 
calle 
as ¥ 
tribe 
have 
mad 
N 
chie 
stall 
ues. 
\ 
a la 
mal 
tha 
ms 
sen 
mo 
dist 
tha 
tler 
for 
Ind 
1 


s 


for’ 
} 


am 
for 
an 
lal 
up 
tne 
ha 


en ee a el ee il 











1851. 














y this House, that she Bureau on Indian Affairs 
d ask for this increase of four clerks, when 
js not a section of the Government here that 
as not asked fora much larger increase in its 
jerical force. The only matter of surprise can 
-aasonnbly be that they have notasked in this case 
fp a much lar increase, in view of the fact 
at the Departfient has extended its jurisdic- | 


shoul 
ynere 


-on over ahundred and fifty to three hundred new 
wives, With whom treaties have been, or are to be 
ade, and much trouble to ensue. 
” Mr. TAYLOR. Il should like to ask the gen- | 
Jeman, what is the actual number of Indians || 
within the limits of the United States? 
Mr. JOHNSON. I should be very glad to an- || 
ewer that question, but there are no data in the | 
aogsession of Government by which to determine 
‘ye actual number of Indians, to enable them to | 
vive any very definite information. 
. [ should like to know the ex- | 


* Mr. TAYLOR. 


act number of tribes with whom treaties have been 


made 


ade? 

Mr. JOHNSON. My attention has not been | 
called to that point hitherto; neither is it possible | 
as yet to ascertain the exact number of Indian 

vibes. With very few of the Indian tribes that 

have been recently acquired, have treaties been 

made. 

Mc. CARTTER. How many treaties has the 
chief clerk of the Indian Bureau made? I under- 
stand the gentleman to say that he had made trea- 


Lies. 

Mr. JOHNSON. If I said soit must have been 
a lapsus lingua, as I certainly did not intend to 
aake such a statement. But I did design to say, | 
that all the duties that pertain to the office of Com- | 
mssioner of Indian Affairs are, during his ab- 
sence, or during a vacancy, or during the first | 
month or year of any new office of that Bureau, 
discharged by the chief clerk. And itmay be that | 
that statement has caused the impression the gen- 
tleman appears to entertain. All the instructions 
for these treaties originate in Washington with the 
Indian Bureau. 

Mr. MILLER inquired the amount of labor per- | 
formed by the clerks in the Indian Bureau? 

Mr. JOHNSON replied that it was an equal 
amount, both of Jabor and time, with that per- 
formed by the clerks in any other Department; 
and his observation had led him to know that the 
labor in that office was in the habit of being kept 
up after office hours, until those matters before | 
them, Which might be of any peculiar importance, 
had been concluded. 

(Here the hour of Mr. Jonnson having ex- 
pired |— 

Me SIBLEY said he had listened with atten- 
tion to the reading of the amendment, which con- 
templated a reorganization of the Indian Depart- | 
ment; and without expressing an opinion as to 

the necessity of an increase in the clerical force of 

the office here, of which he could know nothing, | 
the proposed changes met his entire concurrence. 

After the lucid and powerful exposition by the | 
chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs, of | 
the importance of remodeling the system upon 
which an intercourse with the Indian tribes is 
based, he (Mr. 8.) should not think it proper 
for him te consumre the time of the House at this 
late period of the session, but that he had been re- 
quested, by some of the members present, to give 
his views upon the subject, connected as it is also | 
with the immediate interests of many of his own 
constituents, It was a fact that the magnitude of 
the public business confided to the Indian Office 
had not been sufficiently appreciated by Congress, 
or by the country at large. Important as had 
formerly been these operations, they had become 
vastly more so since the territorial acquisitions of 
Oregon, California, and New Mexico, which had 
brought within our jurisdiction a large number of 
savage tribes, and, as a necessary consequence, 
an accumulated amount of perplexity and labor 
in their management. The appropriation bills | 
would show that the expenditures of this branch | 
of the public service are constantly increasing; 
and with this increase is involved a correspénding 
weight of responsibility upon those who are in- | 
trusted with the disbursement of these large sums || 
ofmoney. He was pleased to perceive, that the } 
amendment provided for the substitution of full | 
agents for sub-agents, with an augmentation of | 
salary. The small pay heretofore allowed to this || 
Clags of officers had been entirely insufficient for || 


le 
A 


.- 


l the decent support of themselves and families, while 


| portant one, should be filled by men of character | 


| quence not said all he intended. 


| offered. 


| sardines, and other good things. 
| Minnesota felt some anxiety to receive a good re- 
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there were devolved upon them all the duties and 
responsibility of a full agent. ‘Fhe amendment 
should, in his judgment, contain a provision for a 
still larger increase in the salary of interpreters, so 
as to place them on an equality, in that respect, 
with sub-agents under the existing system. The | 
post of interpreter being a most delicate and im- 


and intelligence, receiving an adequate remunera- 


tion for their services, instead of the miserable 
pittance now doled out to such officers. The sole 
communication between the Government and the 
Indians must necessarily be through the medium 


| of interpreters, and upon the proper discharge of 


their duty will often depend the continuance of 
peace on the frontier. It was incumbent upon the 
Government, therefore, to, select men ibe by 
education and other accomplishments, were fitted 
for that station. Much of the bad feeling engen- 
dered, in connection with treaties, in the minds of 
the Indians, resulted from the employment of in- 


terpreters not qualified to perform their duties un- 


, derstandingly. 


Mr. JOHNSON (Mr. Sister yielding) desired 
the gentleman from Minnesota to give him the 
ffoor for a moment. He merely wished to say 
that he had no idea that his time had so nearly 
elapsed when the hammer fell, and had in conse- 
He would add, 
that by the reorganization of this bureau, whilst 
the expenses are not increased, the amount of the 
Government patronage is decreased, so that the 
number of officers, the amount of Executive pa- 
tronage, and the contingent expenses, were all cur- 
tailed, whilst real and substantial benefits were 
The proposal, therefore, embodied not 
merely a reorganization of the Indian Bureau, but 
a most economical reform. He (Mr. J.) hoped 
that it would commend itself in every way to the 
support of the committee. 

Mr. SIBLEY (in continuation) said that the 
section providing for the appointment of commis- 
sioners to negotiate treaties with the Indian tribes 
hereafter, from the officers or agents of the Indian 
Department alone, was a wise one and free from 
objection. It had tuo often been the case, that 
men had been sent out to make treaties with the 
western tribes who knew little about the Indians, 
and cared less. The object of such persons was 
to procure, by any means, the signature of the 
chiefs to a paper; and then to claim much credit 
for having deceived and betrayed the poor sava- 
ges, taking very good care meanwhile to pocket 
the pay and emoluments of the office. These 


things dore, no further solicitude was felt by | 


them as to whether their verbal promises and the 
stipulations of the treaty were complied with or 
not. He(Mr. 8.) had had the honor of bringing 
this very subject to the notice of the House at the 
last session, and of asserting, from his own know!l- 
edge of facts, the impropriety and cruelty of se- 
lecting men such as he had de@ribed, to fill posi- 
tions of so much importance and responsibility. 
He approved of the plan now proposed, for the 
Indians could expect more justice and fair dealing 
from those who are stationed among them as Got- 
ernment agents, than from utter strangers who 
felt no sympathy in their behalf. He had heard 
with much interest the account given by the gen- 
tleman from Arkansas, of the proceedings of the 
commissioners who had been dispatched to treat 
with the Indians of New Mexico. It appeared 
that they had, after an absence of some months, 

rogressed as far as San Antonio, in the State of 
Torrnn, and from that point had sent back to the 
Department here for a large supply of champagne, 
The people of 


port of those commissioners, inasmuch as one of 
them, from being a citizen of Kentucky, had by 
some marvelous transformation, become a bona 
fide old settler of Minnesota, after a residence of 
not quite two months in that region, and then act- 
ually claimed and received, as coming from that 


| Territory, the appointment to which he (Mr. S.) 
| referred. With all due respect to the Administra- 


ion which commissioned him, and to the gentle. 
man himself. for whom he (Mr. S.) entertained 
none other than kind feelings, he must declare that 
the people of Minnesota had good cause to com- 
plain of the bestownfent upon an entire stranger, 
of a goodly slice of the small share of patronage 
which they had a right to expect of the Govern- 
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ment. He had listened with pleasure to the com- 
plimentary expressions of the gentleman who is 
at the head of the Indian Committee, with refer- 
ence to Governor Ramsey and his etlicient man- 
agement of the relations with the tribes of Indians 
in Minnesota; and he could say, of his own know!l- 
edge, that the Governor was deserving of such 
commendation from the Executive, as well as 
from this House. He believed Governor Ramsegy 
to be a sincere friend te the Indians, and desirous 
of meliorating their condition; and the exception 
made in the amendment proposed, so as to effe>t 
no change in the Minnesota superin:endency, was 
alike due to the Department, and im accordance 
with the dictates of a sound policy. Any disrup- 
tion at this particular crisis of the relations exist- 
ing between the Executive of that Territory end 
the large and warlike tribes withw its limits, 
would have an unfavoral le effect upon them. 

He (Mr. 8.) did not intend to say much more 
on this occasion. He would only advert, in very 
few words, to the actual condition of the Indian 
race. That condition, he regretted to say, was a 
very wretched one. ‘This Government still for- 
bears to adopt a course with regard to these mis- 
erable dependents, which a due respect for its own 
honor and character, and the promptings of a wise 
and enlightened humanity, would dictate. If, in 
the place of expending millions upon millions: in 
keeping up a large military force to hunt the In- 
dians with sword and bayonet, as is now the case 
in Texas and New Mexico, the Government 
would place in the hands of its Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, to be applied to feeding, ( lothing, 
and educating the remaining tries, one fifth of 
the sum now required for the support of an army, 
it would soon be found unnecessary to empl y 
force at all. The result would prove that these 
beings are actuated by the same motives as are 
other men, and that when this Government ceases 
to regard and treat them as outcasts and enemies, 
they will be grateful for and appreciate its motives. 
No one can be justified in asserting that such an 
expermment would fail until it had been properly 
tried. To test the sense of the House on this su>- 
ject, he (Mr. S.) would endeavor to obtain the 
floor before the adjournment, with a view of mov- 
ing that the bill presented by him at the beginning 
of the session, * for promoting the civilization of 
the Indian tribes in Minnesota Territory,”’ be 
taken up and put upon its passage. That bill 
embodied principles which, if carried out in good 
faith by this Government, would have the effect 
to save those tribes which remain. It provides 
that they shall be made amenable to the laws of 
the United States, and be protected by them in 
person ahd property; and that a homestead and 
the rights of citizenship shall be secured to them 
under certain restrictions and conditions, If 
Congress will pass such a measure, the time will 
speedily arrive when this Government may safely 
dispense with any display of military force on the 
border to protect it from sivage aggressions, for 
under its operation the Indian himself will be as 
prompt to uphold and sustain the mijesty of thore 
laws, which extend to him civil and political rights, 
as are now other citizens. 

Mr. S. concluded with the expression of a hop» 
that the amendment, which was so well calculate ! 
to give increased efficiency to the Indian depart- 
ment, would receive the favorable consideration of 
the committee. It involved no additional expend- 
iture on the part of the Government; and even if 
it did, that fact should constitute no objection to 
the passage of a measure which was in itself of 
such paramount interest to the country. 

Mr. MASON said: This bill isa very large one, 
and I am not disposed to detain the committee long 
in relation to it. I would only make a single re- 
mark in relation to a small bill that I intend to 
bring up in the course of a day or two. In say- 
ing that this bill is a large one, I mean that it con- 
tains large appropriations; and for these Indian 
affairs, as well as for other things, it appears to 
me that the appropriations are ali very large. But 
we have an Administration in power that loves 
money and likes to spend a great deal, and whilst 
it is in power we do not expect to get along very 
economically. I shall only ask for a litde pittance 
for two brother soldiers—John Mackintosh and 
Philip Miller—who, it will be recollected, were dis- 
abled in the service of the country in the Mexican 
war. We have been making large appropriations 


(| for Little Sodus and Big Sodus, aud | hope the 
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House will be able to spare a little for these two i] 
poor men. flawghter | ng t 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise, 


i 
with a view to stop debate; which motion was | 
agreed to, 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having | 
resumed the chair, the chairman of the committee 
reported progress. 
* Mr. BAYLY moved the usual resolution to stop | 
debate in fifteen minutes after the House shall have | 


again resolved itself into Committee of the Whole. / 


The question bemg taken, the motion was | 
agreed to. 
On mouon by Mr. BAYLY, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the House resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
(Mr. Ricuarpson in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the Indian bill. 


to come in after the clause eee for the 
annuities of Fel River Miamies, the followmg: 


Provided, That the several sums hereby appropriated to | 
the Eel River Miamies shall not be paid until satisfactory | 
roof has been obtained by the Coinmissioner of Indian Af- | 
airs of the existence of such band of Indians, and it shall | 
then be paid to such band only: 4nd provided further, That 
if enid Commissioner obtains satisfactory proof that the an- 
nuities or any part thereof due said Eel Rivers have here- | 
tofore, erroneously or otherwise, been paid to any other 
band or nation of Indians, such sums thus paid shall be re- 
imbursed to said Bel Rivers, if their existence is established, 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL 


_o a a 


| United States may designite for that purpose 


Mr. FITCH offered the following amendment, || 
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the thirtieth day of June next, all laws or parts of laws now 


| in force providing for the appointment or employment of 


superintendents of Indian Affairs, of whatever character, 
for any of the Indian tribes east of the Rocky Mountains 
and north of New Mexico and Texas, shall be and the same 
are hereby repealed ; and that the President be, and he is 
hereby authorized, by and with the advice and consent of 


| the Senate, to appoint three superintendents of Indian 


Affairs for suid Indiane, who shall receive an annual salary 
each of $2,000, and whose duty it shall be to exercise a 
eneral superintendence over such tribes of Indians as the 
resident of the United States or the Secretary of the De 
partment of the Interior may direct, and to execute and per 
form ali the powers and duties now assigned by law to 


|| superintendents of Indian Affairs: Provided, That the Gov 
|| ernor of Minnesota shall continue to be ex officio superin 


tendent of Indian Affairs for that Territory until the Presi- 
dent shall otherwise direct. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That hereatter all 


|; Indian treaties shall be negotiated by such officers and 


ents of the Indian Department as the President of the 
, and no offi 

eer or agent so employed shall receive any additional com 

pensation for such service. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That in lieu of the 
twenty-three agents and sub-agents, heretofore employed 
for the Indians east of the Rocky Mountains and north ot 
New Mexico and Texas, the President be, and he is hereby 


| authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 


ate, to appoint eleven Indian agents, who shall each receive 


}} an annual salary of $1,500; and also, six other agents, 


, with an annual salary each of $1,000, whose appointments 


| ers and duties now assigned by law to 


shall take effect from and after the 30th day of June next; 
and the said agents shall execute and —- all the pow- 
ndian agents. 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the President 


in such instalments as the Commissioner may direct, outof || be authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the 


the annuities of the nation or band to which they were thus 
paid. 


Mr. Chairman, I simply wish to say, in refer- | 


ence to this amendment, that it meets the appro- 


bation of the chairnfan of the Committee of yb 
1 


and Means, and meets with the approval of t 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Itisa matter of 
sheer justice, and it ought to be adopted. There 
has been no objection proposed. 

Mr. BAYLY. There ts no objection to it. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to 

Mr. CLARKE. Iam mstructed by the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs to propose the following 
sections to the bill, as they will obviate the neces- | 
sity of separate and distinct acts. The subjecthas 
been fully investigated by the committee. Both of | 
the sections I offer meet with the approval of the | 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and if adopted | 
they will save the committee some trouble and | 
labor. 

The amendments were then read, as follow: 


To defray the expenses of the chiefs of the Oneida In- 
dians in Wisconsin, on a visit to Washington in 1851, in re- 


Senate, to appoint four agents for the Indians in the Terri- 
tory of New Mexico, and one agent for those in the Territory 
of Utah, who shall receive an annual salary each of 31,509, 
and perforin all the duties of agent to such Indians or tribes 
as shall be assigned them by the Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs for those Territories respectively, under the direc 
tion of the President or Secretary of the Department of the 
Interior. 
Sec. 6. .Ind be it further enacted, That the superin 

tendents and agents to be appointed nnder the provisions 


| Of this act, before entering upon the duties of their respect 


ive offices, shall give bond in such penalties and with such 


| security as the President or Secretary of the Interior may 
| require, and shall hold their offices respectively for the term 
of feur years. 


|| plicable, shall be an 


Sec. 7. 2nd be in further enncted, That ali the laws 
now in foree, regulating trade and intercourse with the In- 
dian tribes, or such provisions of the same as may be ap- 
the same are hereby extended over 
the Indian tribes in the Territories of New Mexico and 
Utah. 

Sec. @. And be tt further enacted, That from and after 
the 30th day of June next, the salaries of tha interpreters 
lawfully ey iting in the service of the United States, in 
Calitornia, Oregon, Utah, and New Mexico, shall be $500 
per annum, and of all so employed elsewhere #409. 

Sec. 
in the office of Indian Affairs shall be allowed a salary 
equal to that of the chief clerk of any other bureau, and 
that the appointment of four additional clerks in said office 


lation to their treaties with the United States, rendered || be and is hereby authorized, two of whoi shall be allowed 


ueceseary by the deranged condition of their affairs with | 
the Federal Government, $1,000. 

For arrearages due the first Christian and Orchard par- | 
ties of Onieda Indians in Wisconsin, under the treaty of 
1794, $1,764 80. ° 


Mr. HALL. I would like to ask the gentle- 


and that is, if the same 
before the Committee of 
House, and if the subject has not been provided 
for by the deficiency bill? 


roposition has not been 


a salary of 81,600 each, one a salary of $1,400, and one 
a salary of $1,200, and that the payment of the salary of 
$1,400 to one of the clerks in said office out of the Chicka- 
saw fund be discontinued, and that said salary be hereafter 
paid out of the Treasury of the United States. Nor shal! 
further payments be made out of said fund to any clerk or 


man from New York [Mr. Cranrxe] one question, clerks jp any of the executive offices. 


Mr. HALL moved to strike out $2,000 where- 


ays und Means of this || ever it occurs in the proposed amendment, and to 


insert $1,500. 
Mr. H. Mr. Chairman, I reeret that the amend- 


Mr. CLARKE. ‘1 know nothing with reference | ment offered by the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. 


to the first section which was proposed, and there- 
fore am not able to answer the gentleman from 
Missouri, {Mr. Haux.] The second section was 
fully investigated by the committee alone, inde- ; 
pendent of the Senate. I know nothing of the 
facts. 

Mr. HALL. I have no objection. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I desire to 
ask the gentleman, as this matter has been before 
the Department, have they found so much due? 


Jounson] had not been printed for the use of the 
committee, for it is one of very great importance 
to the constituency of several gentlemen upon this 
floor, among whom I am one. Relying upon the 
intelligence of that genticman, and the statement of 
the Commissioner of Indians Affairs, | am deter- 
mined to interpose no objection to the adoption of 
the amendment. I think, however, that the sum 


' named as the proposed salary to the Indian agent 


in New Mexico, is unnecessarily large. In the 


Mr. CLARKE. They have examined the ac- | year 1846 it became the duty of General Kearny, 


counts, and certified that they find so much due. 
Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman from Missouri 
{Mr. Hac] is mistaken in supposing that this 


when in New Mexico, to fix the salaries of certain | 


officers there. He was instrumental in fixing the 
salaries of judges of the court of that Territory. 


subject was before the Committee of Ways and Those salaries were fixed upon information de- 


Means and rejected. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of. Arkansas, said: It has 
never been before any committee except the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. It was thoroughly in- 
vestigated by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 


rived on the spot—information acquired from cit- 
izens residing there. I find that the judges of the 
superior court were allowed only $1,500  sal- 
ary. This sum was considered sufficient pay for 
these judges, and they were employed upon those 


Cianke,] fully explained to the Committee on In- |; salaries. I believe they were as good men as we 


dian Affairs, and adopted by them. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Crarke’s | 


amendment, and it was a to. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, offered the fol- | 


could get into these offices. 
ing are no higher in New Mexico than at the places 
where these agents are to be established. One of 
the most intelligent and efficient men in the United 


lowing amendment as additional sections to the || States, Mr. Fitzpatrick,is now stationed upon the 
bill relating to the reorganization of the Indian || frontiers of New Mexico, where his expenses arc 


Department: 


not certainly larger than most of the agents in that 


GLOBE. 


|| a salary 


} 


} 


9. And be it further enacted, That the chief clerk | 


|| which has never been 
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| section, and yet he is anxious to keep hj 
of $1,500. A few months ero ini > 
moved and another gentleman appointed to . 
| ceed him. Mr. Fitzpatrick was so anxious ae 
back, at the ee of $1,500, that he applied 
our delegation and we recommended him. lam 
happy to say that he was reins in his offies. 
and | believe we cannot get aioe gentleman 
this side of the Rocky mountains than Mr, Pir, 
| patrick to fillkthe office to which he is assigned, x, 
events have justified. We provide in that amen 
ment that the agents on this side of the Rock, 
Mountains shall receive only $1,500. Now, on 
of these agents is stationed at Yellow-Stone river 
two thousand miles above St. Louis. He «9, 
get hardly anything to eat except meat, his ey. 
penses are ee than those of the Indiay 
agents in New Mexico can possibly be; besides 
he is excluded from the seciety of the white race 
Is it fair-to give this agent at the mouth of ¢), 
Yellow-Stone, who has to live exclusively amoie 
the Indians, and is cut off from all intercourse with 
the white race, only $1,500 per annum, while yo, 
propose to give to the agents in New Mexico, who 
live among people of their own color, and who 
have associates of their own class, $2,000? I think 
it is unjust, and if this amendment be adepted as 
| it now stands, we shall soon have petitions comine 
up from the other Indian agents, for an increase of 
salary. I hope that $2,000 will be stricken oy 
wherever it occurs in the amendment, and that th 
amendment I propose be adopted. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY. I am opposed to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr 
Hat,] not so much on account of anything thy 
is exceptionable in the amendment, but I am op. 
posed to the whole amendment—the proposition of 
the gentleman from Arkansas, {[Mr. eee 

| desire to keep the whole amendmentas it is, so thet 
when it comes up we might destroy it altogether 
I regard it as a system, the tendency of which will 

| be to increase the expenses of the Government 
It is for that reason that I am opposed to it in toto 
It proposes to increase the number of Indian 

'agzents; not only to increase them, but to increas 
the pay of those already in sérvice. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The gentleman from Indians 
[Mr. McGaveuey] is entirely mistaken. It pro. 
vides for a decrease in the number of agents 

Mr. MeGAUGHEY. I think I am not entirely 
mistaken. I think I am not mistaken as to this 
fact, thatif the proposition is adopted, it will make 
an increase of four to the present Indian agents, 
and that it will increase their pay from $1,500 to 
#2,000 a year. I think Tam not mistaken in the 
fact, that it will increase the number of clerks in 
the present Indian Bureénv in this city. You can 
scarcely find a section in it which is not a section 
of increase: and if there is a single séction of it 
which is a section of decrease of salary, I have 
not been able to find it. The kind of bill which 
would recommend itself to me, is such a one as 
would provide for a decrease of salary, and notan 
increase. 

I am opposed to it for another reason, and it is 
this: that itis brought in here at the heel of the 
session without ever having béen printed or laid 

upon ourdesks. We have to take it entirely upon 
credit—upon the credit of this Indian Committee 
| that has been in the habit of making so many re- 
ports to this House, not of the most palatable 
| character to me, I must confess. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Did I under- 
‘stand the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Mc 
| Gaveney]} to say that the reports made to this 

House by the Indian Committee were discredita 
ble to them ? 

Mr. McGAUGHEY. I did not say that they 
were discreditable to the committee, but unpalzte- 

| ble to me. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
makes a difference. 

Mr McGAUGHEY. There is & very grea 
, difference between the two words. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Very great. 

_ Mr, MceGAUGHEY. This bill ought not to 
be adopted, because it changes the entire system of 


IT beg your pardon, the! 


The expenses of liv-® our relations with the Indians. There has been 1° 


_ opportunity given for the investigation of this sub- 
| ject, because this proposition is an amendment 
printed and laid upon our 
table, The most prominent sections in it, 1 find, 
are sections which authorize the payment of new 
| superintendents of Indian affairs with an increape 
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if salary—new, Indian agents with an increase of 
glary—av additional number of clerks with an in- 
~rase of salary, and the chief clerk in that Depart- 
went with an increased salary 
(Herethe hammer fell.) 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired 
qhether it was in order to move an amendment to 
nerease the sum to $1,550? 

"Tre CHAIR said it would not be in order, for 
here was an amendment already pending. 

“ Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, inquired of the 
Chair if he could reply to the gentleman from In 
a CHAIR decided that he could not. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Haiw’s 
amendment to the amendment of Mr. Jonnson, 
and it was not agreed to, 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Jonnson’s 
amendment Se : 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
amend the amendment by substituting $1,550 for 
<2,000 as the salary of the agents. 

“Mr. T. said: I desire to express myself as re 
sards the whole amendment. I believe the whole 
amendment, as perfected and amended by the 
Indian Committee, is a wise and politic measure. 
The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. McGaveney] 
says his objection to it is, that it has been brought 
forward ata very late period, and that the report of 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs has not been 
printed and laid upon our table. It is his fault if 
he has not read it, for it has been laid upon our 
desks. There is nothing in the bill which is not 
in exact conformity with the report made by the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. It was drawn 
up by that Department. In the reasons which 
the gentleman has given for the position he takes, 
we are at issue; and it is strange we are at issue 
upon & subject which seems to me to be so plain 
fhe will but examine it. He says that his ob- 
jection is mainly—for the other objection he takes 
I think is a mere make-weight—that it increases 
the expenses of the Department. My argument is, 
that it diminishes the expenses, and diminishes 
the Executive patronage, and I therefore honor 
the Department for bringing ferward a measure 
of this kind. Whenever the Department comes 
forward and recommends a measure of retrench- 
ent and reform, it shall certainly receive my sup- 
port. In the appropriation bills we have an ap- 
propriation of more than $175,000 for the purpose 
of making treaties. Well, with these $175,000 
you waploy a great many men to carry out these 
treaties. Who are the men that are employed? 
Your hangers-on about Washington. Many of 
them are ex-members of Congress thrown out of 
employment, and when they go out upon an occa- 
ion of this sort, there is difficulty in the treaties 
they make. They are eupleyes solely for the 
purpose of making treaties. But I would confine . 
the whole subject to the officials of the Govern- 
ment, and I would give them an increase of salary 
ior the performance of their duty. This simple 
section provides for diminishing the Executive 
patronage, and it will cover a multitude of sins in 
my estimation. So long as I have had any con- 
nection with the Indian Department I have seen 
the evil growing out of the whole subject, and am 
satisfied that this power of appointing ‘‘ad libitum”’ 
isagreatabuse. We have a great many Indians 
with whom to make treaties, and the number of 
agents must be necessarily large. 

I concur with the opinion of the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Hatz,] that $1,500 is a fair sum, 
but inasmuch as it has been voted down, I hope 
we may take $1,550. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I am glad to 
reply to the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Mce- 
Gavener,] who has told you that the bill ought 
not to be adopted, bécause we had have no time for 
vestigation of the subject, coming up at so late 
* period of the session. But, sir, this delay can- 
hot be attributed to me. The bill originated with 
the Administration, It has been acted upon with 
extraordinary promptitude by the committee over 
which I am bower in presiding. When I am 
striving to carry out the views of his Administra- 
uon by granting them the appropriation they ask, 
he is attacking them. I have but a word to say 
in relation to it. I do not care one solitary cent 
about it. Strike it down. Strike down the bill 
which provides means for supporting your Whig 
Administration, if you please. ‘I care nothing | 

about it, for your Adcittistration has been nothing | 
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hut a curse upon the country, already: solemnly a 
curse upon my country. ‘Phat is my sentiment 
about it. And that sentimentis the same with me 
whether [ consider it first under its southern head, 
or now under its northern. I have endeavored 
merely to discharge my own duties as chairman 
of the committee—to perform the duties that have 
devolved upon me as an humble member of the 
American Songven here. And when I have found 
a capable, faithful, and efficient officer, as I do be- 
lieve your Commissioner to be, for the good of the 
country, and not your Administration, I have de- ' 
sired to sustain him. As to this proposition for 
fixing the salary of these agents in the bill, it is 
out of no personal feeling for the men or for the 
Administration, that I desire to give they this ad- | 
ditional money. I believe that the higher duties 
and increased responsibilities, and the interests of 
the country, demand this increase of salary. So 
much for this. As to the bill itself, I say it does 
decrease the number of these officers and agents 
as authorized and made necessary by previous 
laws—laws that existed previous to our treaty with 
Mexico, and the existing, and now most defective, 
yy ee and inefficient system of Indian service. 

As to the cutting down of these salaries to $1,500, 
Tsay, furthersthat if the friends of the Admin- 
istration are desirous of cutting down these sala- 
ries to $1,500, [ care not a single cent about 
it. As far as the friends of the Administration 
are concerned, | invite you to do it; but knowing 
the services performed by these agents heretofore, 
and knowing the much higher grade of service, 
and the increased amount of the service under the 
present ae reorganization, and that a supe- 
rior grade and class of men is required meeally 
and intellectually, and knowing the privations of 
this kind of life to a gentleman, I am desirous that 
they should receive a full equivalent for their ser- 
vices. f am satisfied they cannot be had with 
certainty without it. I am willing to give such a 
salary as will enable the Administration to send 
men who shall be fit for their duty, and which for 
once will make a Whig Administration respecta- 
ble. Desiring to secure the services of the best 
men who could be employed for this service, Dem- 
ocrat as I was, | was willing to sustain this prop- 
osition. If the friends of the Administration de- 
sire to knock this measure in the head, let them 
do it as soon as they please. As chairman of the 
committee I have endeavored to discharge my duties 
faithfully, and I have recommended what I con- | 
scientiously believed was right and proper under 
the circumstances, and I leave the matter with the | 
friends of the Administration, and leave it with 
profound indifference. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Tuomp- 
son’s amendment to the amendment, and it was 
agreed to. a 

Mr. MeGAUGHEY moved to reduce that sal- 
ary to$100. He said that he moved this amend- 
ment for the purpose of saying what he desired 
to say upon the subject. 

Mr. McG. said: The gentleman from Arkan- 
sas, (Mr. Jonnson,] I suppose, is very liberal in 
support of this Administration. I suppose he would 
desire to be tiberal to any Administration, whether 
he agreed with it or not; that he would give any 
Administration as much as would enable it to 
carry on the operations of the Government. ‘This | 
is so much in his favor. But I must be allowed 
to say, that if he supposes I am in favor of an in- 
crease of salary because the incumbents are Whigs, 
or because the ones to be appointed are Whigs, 
he is very much mistaken. I will not give this | 
Administration one dollar that I would not have 
given to any preceding Administration. I will 
not encourage it to be extravagant. Even if the | 
honorable gentleman, the chairman of the Indian 
Committee, should bring in bills the tendency of 
which will be to encourage any kind of extrava- 
gance, I will not encourage such extravagance by 
voting in favor of those hills. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, (interrupting,) 
rose to a point of order. He wished to know 
whether there was any quéStion before the com- 
mittee? 
¢ The CHAIRMAN stated that the gentleman 
had submitted a motion. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY (resuming.) Now it is 
said that this bill diminishes the number of officers, 
and thereby involves no increase in the expenditures 
of that Department. I cannot be par in one 
fact, at least, that this bill proposes to increase the 
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salaries of the officers who remain, Now 1 1s 
said that the reason for increasing these salaries 1s 
because a higher grade of public service is required. 
The gentleman says the bill curtails the number of 
afficers enough to justify them in increasing the 
amount that is to be given to those who are retained. 
Now, sir, I will tell you what will be the effect of 
this. You strike down the number of officers and 
increase the salaries. By doing this you fix the 
amount of salary, and by and by the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs will come forward and say, I 
have not got officers enough; | want four additiona! 
officers to discharge the duties. You will give him 
the additional number of officers required, and fix 
their salaries at the increased rate which this bil 
proposes te establish. ‘This is the way these in 
creases commence, which load down and burden 
your Treasury. They commence under the spe 
cious name of economy. You strike out one or 
two in the number of your officers and enlarge 
the salaries of those remaining, and then you will 
inerease the number afterwards. Why, by the pre 
visions of this very bill you increase the number 
of clerks, you increase the pay of the chief clerk. 
You do it under the pretence that his services are 
exceedingly valuable in making treaties with the 
Indians and for other purposes. According to the 
importance which now seems to be placed upon 
the services and opinions of the chief clerk, he 
will after a while get to control and shape the policy 
of the Government in regard to our Indian rela- 
tions. Now, if this chief clerk is to do the work 
of the Commissioner, why not strike out the office 
of Commissioner of Indian Affairs altogether and 
give his salary to the chief clerk? lam against 
this bill altogether. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I shall only say 
that there is a decrease in the number of these 
Indian agents, and a decrease in the actual amount 
of salary to be paid to them of $3,000. I speak 
of the agents within the limits of the old territory 
that ia to say, all this side of the Rocky Mountains 
lying north and east of New Mexico. Who is so 
preposterous as to expect all the new territories 
and hundreds of new tribes, numerous and war- 
like, to be embraced under the old or any other 
system without increased expense and additional! 
officers? There is a decrease of six in the number 
employed. There is a decrease in the contingent 
and incidental expenses for these six officers, ob- 
tained by doing away with them, at the lowest 
estimate, of $3,000 more. Now with regard to 
the increase of clerks. Let me ask these gentle 
men, have they already forgotten the increase they 
have made to the Post Office Department of about 
forty—the increase to the Third Auditor’s Office 
the increase to the Pension Office, and the increase 
of clerks rendered necessary in all the Departments 
in consequence of the extended operations of this 
Government after the late war with Mexico? Only 
four clerks are asked for the Indian Department. 
The facts are, that it has been the custom of the 
clerks in this Department, under its present lead, 
to perform the work before them, and to Iabor on 
from the usual hour of commencing until the work 
required is done, though it be after the usual 
hour of closing work. This is eminently true of 


x 


| the Commissioner and chief clerk. This I know 
i myself. There will be need of more clerks in that 


Department as its ee extend, and as our 
frontiers enlarge. Of course, we shall be can 
stantly extending our acquaintance and extending 
our dealings with the indian tribes just acquired, 
and the Department will be compelled to send it 

agents to transact business and to make treaties 
with them, and the whole service will be enlarged 
with time. 

Mr. HILLIARD asked if any amendment was 
now in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Not until the pending 
motion is disposed of. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY asked leave to withdraw 
his amendment. 

Objection was made. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Me- 
Gaveney’s amendment to the amendment, and it 
was not agreed to. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I move to increase the sal- 
ary to $200. I do it for the purpose of making a 
remark. I am for economy, but I believe it is 
cheaper to pay agents to look after those Indians, 
than it is to pay men to fight them. We musi 
either deal justly and generously with them, or 
we must deal harshly, and fight with them. Now 
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all you have to do is to convince these Indians of 
your intention to dv justice, and of your power to 
puss them, if necessary. The very moment 
you convince them that you are strong enough to 
bewt them, and that yeu intend to deal honestly 
with them, you wil have no further trouble with 
them, I believe, therefore, that it is far from be- 
lng extravagant, and itis economy to make this 
provision. I, for one, shall vote for it. 

By unanunous consent, Mr. Hituiarp with- 
drew his amendment. 

I'he question was then taken apon the amend-, 
ment ollered by the gentlem4n from Arkansas, 
{ Mr. Jounson,) and it was «greed to. 

Mr. BAYLY asked if the sections of the bill 
had all been renorted? 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise 
and report the bill, 

The question was put, and the committee agreed 
to rise and report tle bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said he had an- 
other amendment to offer. 

The CHAIR MAN informed the gentleman from 
Arkansas that the committee had ,voted to rise. 

Mr. JOHNSON said the amendment was one 
of great importance; it was recommended by the 
Treasury Department. He hoped some arrange- 
ment would be made by which it could be offered. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, appealed to 
the House, that inasmuch as the Seams was | 
reco nmended, that the gentleman from Arkansas 
{Mr. Jounsoy) be permitted, by unanimous con- 
eent, to offer it. 

The CHAIRMAN said it could be done by 
unanimous consent. 

No objection was made, and— 

Mr. JOUNSON offered the following amend- 
ment: 





“For pryment of the per diem of a epecial agent, at a 
rate not to exct -d four dollars per day and the expenses of 
transportation, or the purpose of paying off Indians in the 
old States, an! particulariy the North Carolina Indians 
ricir removal and sub -istenece fund, wnder the order and 
4 structions of the Secretary of the Treasury, $1,000.°? 

Mr. J. read the folowing communication, from 
Mr. Corwin, in support of the amendment: 

Treasury DerarTMent. 
February 7, 1851. 

Sir: T acknowledge the reecipt of yonr letter o¢ the Sth 
instaut, On the subject 0 appointing a special agent for the 
purpose of paying off the Indians in old States, and particu. | 
lurly in North Carolina, the transportation and sub-istence 
fund, and to pay te the Indians themselves instead of through 
(he Deparnment and their agents; and in reply have the 
bouor to state, that [ consider sucu a measure would be 
both advisable and just, not only as regards the Indians but 
al-o to the Government, preventing in many instances ex 
tortion upon the former, by heavy and anreasonable deduc- 
tions for ageney or pretended services, and in checking 
trauds upon the Government, by affording an opportunity ot 
ascertaining the actual existence of the Indians, or of their 
legal heirs in case of their death. No appropriation, how- 
ever, exists for the compensation of such an agent, and 
would respectfully recommend that power should be granted 
t) cinploy such agent or agents as may be necessary, with an 
annual compensation to be regulated by the proper Depart 
ment, but net to exceed 8— per annum. 

As ali the business connected with Indians, and all the 
P tyments to them, are managed by the Department of the 

utertor, except the payments to the remnant of the Chero 
kees in North Carolina, I would suggest the propriety of 
transferring the payments to the latter to that Department ; 
and also the appoiutment of the proposed new agents, and 
tiat this simall branch of the Indian payments should no 
fonger be separated trom the Department to which it legiti- 
mately belongs. 

Very respectiully your obedient servant, 

THO. CORWIN, Secretary of the Treasury. 
fion. R. W. Jounsow, Chuirman of the Committee on 
Indian Affutrs of House of Representatives. 


The question was taken, and the amendment was 
agreed to, 

Mr. JOHNSON said he had another amendment 
to offer. Hedid not propose to say one word upon 
it, and hoped he should have leave to offer it. 

The CHAIRMAN said it could only be done 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CARTTER objected. 

Mr. BAYLY said he would offer the amend- 
ment in the House. ] 
The committee then rose, and the Speaker hav- 
ing resumed the chair, the chairman reported that 
the committee, according to order, have had under 
consideration the Union generally, and particularly 
the naval pension bill and the Indian pension bill, 
and had instructed him to report the former with- 

out amendment, and the latter with amendments. 

The question now being on ordering the naval 
pension bill to be engrossed and read a third time, 
it was put and carried in the affirmative; and the | 


| sell. 
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bill having been engrossed according to order, it 
was read the third time and passed. || 

Phe question now being on concurring with the | 
Commitiee of the Whole on the state of the Union | 
in their amendments to the Indiah appropriation 
bill, 

Mr. BAYLY wished to offer the following 
amendment, (which in committee he had pledged 
the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. Jounson] to | 
offer,) as an additional section to the bill. He re- || 
marked that it was the one recommended by the 
Committee on Indian Affairs: 

“For payment of reasonable compensation, traveling, 
transportation, and subsistence of A. M. Mitchel, anda 
posse of citizens of Minnesota Territory summoned by bin 
whilst marshal of said Territory, and engated in the sup 
pression of Indian disturbances in said Territory about the 
Sth Jane, 1850. their accounts to be settled and payment 
nade under the order and direction of the Seeretary of the 
Treusury, $1,690.”" ° 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked that the 
following communication from the Commissioner 
of Indian Affuirs of January 9, 1851, made in an- 
swer to acall upon him by the Secretary of the In- 
terior in regard to certain disturbances among the 
Winnebago Indians, might be read: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Office of Indian Ajfuirs, January 9, 1351. 
Sir: In compiiance with a resolution of the House of 


| Representatives of the Congress of the United States, of 


the 3d instant, in which the “ Commissioner of Indian 
‘ Affairs is requested forthwith to furni-h to the House of 
* Representatives a report relative to the troubles with the 
‘Winnebago Indians, in the Territory of Minne-ota, in the 
‘months of June and July last: and to accompany such 
‘ report with copies of such papers as may be on file in his 
‘ office, relating to said Winnebago troubles, and the ex- 
* penses incurred in quelling the same,” I have the honor 
1 report, that the troubles with the Winnebago Indians, re 

ferred toin the resolution, as this office is informed, origzin- 


| ated and were suppressed as follows: 


A party ofthat tribe, on the 23d of June last, called at the 
house of one Calvin Potter, in Benton county, Minnesota 
Territory, to purchase a keg of whiskey. Potter retused to 
The (ndians continued to ask for it, when an individ 
ual named Sommerville, without being requested to inter- 
fere by the owner, undertook to put them out of the house. 
In the scuffle that ensued, Potter fired several shots, by 


| which one Indian was killed, and two others wounded. 
| Sommerville, and another white man, were much injured, 
| but fled after the killing and wounding of the Indians. 
| Winnebagoes went to their village, when a large party of 
| them immediately returned to Potter’s house, and a ter ta 

| king same goods, corn, and what whiskey they could find, 


The 


they carried away their dead and wounded. Soon a ter 
this, they killed two oxen, and took several horses belong 


| ing to the citizens. 


Of ail this, it appears thatthe sub agent was not informed, 
until it was communicated to him by the Ind ans them 
selves. He immediately proceeded to the Indian village, 
but before reaching it found on the east side oF the Missis- 
sippi, opposite the village, the marshal of the Territory, 
Colonel A. M. Mitchell, with a large collection ef citizens 
from the adjoining counties, and Captain Monroe, with fi ty 
men from Fort Snelling, who had proceeded there to quell 
the disturbances, Several of the Indians were under guard, 
whom the whites were about to whip, but, upon being ex- 
postulated with by the sub agent, who insisted upon a resort 
to legal proceedings, and becoming himself the prosecutor, | 
the whites desisted from their purpose, and the Indians were 
taken before the civil authorities of Benton county, by 
whom seven were committed, and three acquitted. ‘The 
horses, and a part of the goods taken by the Indians, were 
delivered to the sheriff of Benton county, and a complaint 
lodged by the sub agent with the proper authority against 
Calvin Potter, for unlawfully killing a Winnebago Indian. 

Of the expenses incurred in suppressing the troubles re 
ferred to in the resolution, it appears, from a comsunica- 
tion addressed to this office on the 22d October last, by Col. 
A. M. Mitchell, United States inarshal for the Territory of 
Minnesota, that an express was dispatched to St. Paul by 
the people in the vicinity of the outbreak, calling upon him 
for assistance in suppressing it. He at once made a requi 
sition for all the regular troops that could be spared from 
Fort Snelling, collected a posse of about filty men, pro 
ceeded about one hundred and twenty miles to the scene of 
disturbance, and, alter much trouble and a week’s labor with 
all his force, succeeded in arresting the Indians charged 


| with being offenders, and lodged them in prison at Fort Snel- 


| 
‘ 


ling. 

A copy of the communication, addressed to Colonel 
Mitchell by the citizens of Benton county, calling upon him | 
for aid, is herewith transmitted. I also inelose a copy of 
Governor Ramsey’s letter to Colonel Mitchell, dated 4th 
October last, in which he says: “I consider you justified | 
‘in the course youtook. At the time of the outbreak, i 
* was in the Chippewa country, but had [ been at St. Paul, | 
‘acting under the information that was sent down from 
* Sank Rapids, upon which you proceeded, [ should have 
‘advised the course you took.’’ These, with a copy of the 
statement of expenses incurred in subsisting for the time | 
the force employed to suppress the outbreak, are all the pa. | 
pers of file in this office, relating to the “* Winnebago trou- 
bles,”’ called for by the resolution of the House. 

Respectfully submitted, . 

L. LEA, Commissioner. 
Hon. Howe. Coss, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives. 


“Mr. HALL submitted, whether the amendment | 


was in order? 





amendment out of order. 


| 
| 
| 


The SPEAKER said, he was bound to rule the || 


It contained an appro. 
priation, and must be first considered in Committe 
v ‘ ec 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question). 
and it received a second; and the main oa. 
was ordered, which main question was first * 
agreeing to the amendment made by the Commi, 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. n 

The question was theg taken, and the firstean, 
second amendineats of the Committee of 4, 
Whole on the state of the Union were concurred 
in. 

The SPEAKER stated, that the only remaj 
amendment was the one offered by the gente 
from Arkansas, [Mr. Jounson.] 

Mr. CARTTER asked if it was in order y 
consider that amendment by sections ? 

The SPEAKER stated that it could, if yoo, 
examination it wag found to contain separate a) 
distinct propositions. 

Mr. JOHNSON said the amendment was of. 
fered as one distinct proposition. 

The SPEASER stated, that he must examine 
the amendment before he could decide in relatioy 
to it. 

Mr. CARTTER thought the amend ment clearly 
contained more than one proposition. : 

. The SPEAKER said the amendment would |. 
considered as a single proposition, unless the gen- 
tleman desired it to be divided. 

Mr. CARTTER said, his only object was to 
have a separate vote upon the second section of 
the amendment. 

The question was taken upon the amendment, 
and it was adopted. 

The SPEAKER asked if gentlemen desired » 
separate vote upon the different sections? 

Mr. CARTTER said that he desired a separate 
vote upon that section which provides for an ip- 
crease of salary of clerkg. 

The Ist, 3d, 4th, 5th, Gth, 7th and 8th sections 
of the amendment were agreed to. 

‘The question now being on agreeing to the 9:h 
section of the amendment, 

Mr. CARTTER demanded the yeas and nays, 
and tellers upon the yeas and nays; which were 
not ordered. 

The question was then taken,and the ameni- 
ment was agreed to. 

The question now being upon the fourth amend- 
ment, it was reported as follows: 


nine 


mu 


« or payment of per diem of aspecial agent, at a rate not 
vo exceed four dollars per day, and expenses of traasporta 
aon, for the purpose of paying off Indians in the old States, 
and particularly the North Carolina Indians, their remova 
and subsistence fund under the order and instructions of pie 
Secretary of the Treasury, $1,000.” 

Mr. VINTON asked if it was expected to make 
the office permanent? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, replied in the 
nevative. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and having been engrossed ac- 
cording to order, was read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to recoxsider the vote by 
which that bill passed, and to lay that motion on 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said that as 
the House had voted away about eight millions of 
dollars to-day, he thought they might adjourn. 
He therefore moved that the House do now ad- 
journ; but yielded at the request of 

'” Mr.WHITE, who asked and obtained consent 
to withdraw certain papers from the files of the 
House. . 

Oa motion by Mr. THOMPSON, the House 

then adjourned. ; 





IN SENATE. 
Trurspay, February 20, 1851. 


Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial from 
citizens of the State of Arkansas, asking that the 
occupants of certain lands in that State, known as 
the ‘* Bowie claims,’’ may be authorized to enter 
them at Government prices; which he moved to 
refer to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. BORLAND. There is a bill in connee 
tion with this subject, which : ask may be —_ 
/up, simply for the e of movirg its recom: 
cunneai the Combanities ‘on the Public Lands, 
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9 conjunction with the memorial just presented. 
ir is Senate bill No. 302, to grant the right of pre- 
_gption to actual settlers on certain lands in the 
state of Arkansas. ; 

The PRESIDENT. It — the unanimous 
.onsent of the Senate. If there be no objection 
che bill will be taken up. 
"The bill was taken up, considered in Committee 
¢the Whole, and 
‘On motion by Mr. BORLAND, recommitted 
«> the Committee on the Public Lands, with the 
emorial above named, ei 
” Mr. ATCHISON presented two petitions from 
-itizens of Missouri, asking the estabyshment of 
a certain mail from St. Chirles to Mexic9, in that 
State: whith were referred to the Commuite? on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. . 

Mr. HALE presented the memorial of the 
children and hetrs-at-law of Nathaniel Hobbs, 
asking the reimbursement of moneys advanced 
hy their father, to induce the enlistment of men 
daring the revolutionary war; which was referred 

the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have received and been 
requested to present a mem¢rial very numerously 
sjoned by citizens of Allegheny county, in the 
siate of Pennsylvania. These memorialists rep- 
resent that specific duties on :mports is the true 
system, and the only one that will ee 
tion to the home producer, and ask a modification 


of the tariff of 1846. They further represent that || 
one of the most distressing evils to which Ameri- || 


can labor has been subjected is by the introduction 
the pauper labor of Europe, which is being 
brought into competition with American labor ; 
and they ask that a capitation tax of at least $100 
be placed on all future emigrants arriving in this 
country. This memorial was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

I have also a memorial from the Mayor, Board 





|| authorizes, in my judgment, the printing of the 

|| memorial; [ therefore move that it be printed. 

| ‘The memorial was referred to the Coimmittee 
on Cominerce, and the motion to print was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Printing. 

Mr. JONES presented a petiuon of citizens of 

|| Richmond, lowa, asking the establishment of a 
mail route from Muscatine to the county seat of 
Poweschick county, in that State; whica was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Otfice and 
Post Roads. 
|| Mr. MORTON presented a petition from citi- 
| zens of Key West, Florida, asking the establisi- 
/ ment of a monthly mail between that place and 
| Mobile; which was referred to the Committee on 
| the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SEWARD presented three petitions of 
inhabitants of New Yoyk, asking the mmediate 
repeal of the act of Congress for the delivery of 
fugitive slaves. 

Un motion by Mr. BADGER, it was ordered 
that they lie on the table. 

Mr. COOPER presented two petitions from in- 
habitants of Pennsylvania, asking the immediate 
repeal of the late act of Congress tor the delivery 
of fugitive slaves; which were ordered to le on the 
table. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
asking that slavery may be prohibited in the Ter- 
ritories of the United States and abolished in the 
District of Columbia, and that no more slave States 
may be admitted into the Union; which was or- 

| dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. COOPER. I also present resolutions of 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, in favor of the 
establishment of a line of mail steamers from Phil- 

| adelphia, by the way of Norfolk, to Europe; and 
from San Francisco to Shanghai, in China. They 
were adopted by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, 
and forwarded to me to be presented to the Senate. 


of Aldermen, and Common Council of the city of || These resolutions set forth, in general terms, the 


Georzetown, in favor of a line of steamers to the 
western coast of Africa, in which they represent 
that, owing to the stringent legislation and police 
regulations of the neighboring States, free negroes 
are locking into this District as a city of refuge, 
ud that as a mass they are neither honest nor 
serviceable, as the records of the courts and the ob- 
servation of our citizens prove. They represent 
that they are laboring under a great grievance, and 


that while others may advocate a speedy connec- | 
ton with Liberia from the commercial advantages 
to be derived, they urge upon our attention, as 
their local Legislature, the establishment of such a 
lineas a remedy the most effective and humane 
for the evils under which 7 labor, and assure 
us that they look upon any plan which proposes 


great advantage which would result to this country 
from the estavlishment of the proposed line; and 
speak in high but deserved terms of the knowledge 
and skill which Mr. Ambrose W. Thompson, the 
projector of it, has displayed in the construction 
and management of the steam vessels belonging 
to the ** Atlantic Steam Navigation Company.”’ 
It was through his perseverance, energy, and abil- 
ity that this last-mentioned line was projected and 
carried into successful operation; and it is to his 
scientific and practical knowledge and skilj that 


very finest steam vessels afloat. 

It would afford me pleasure to comply with the 
request of a letter accompanying these resolutions, 
to speak of the high character and sterling integ- 


directly or indirectly the more easy deportation of || rity of Mr. Thompson, and of his ability and dis- 


free negroes to Liberia with great interest, and ear- 
nestly express the hope that it may secure our ap- 
nroval. I will move its reference to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, and commend the 
memorial to its consideration, satisfied that it will 
do all it can to carry out the wishes of the memo- 


rialists. 
The memorial was so referred. 
Mr. DICKINSON. 


desirable an object. I think some incidents whic 


have recently transpired teach us that it is the | 
est mode of elevating this unfortunate race. So 
ong as they remain with and among a race so 
greatly their superiors in numbers and all that 
makes up the character of man, their condition 
can never be ameliorated or elevated, in my hum- 
ble judgment. I commend this memorial to the || 


Mr. President, I have 
been requested to present the memorial of the 
Mayor and members of the Common Council of 
Brooklyn, in the State of New York, praying for 
the establishment of a line of steamers to Southern 
Europe and to the western coast of Africa, to 
carry the mails, and also for the purpose of carry- 
ing out free blacks to the coast of Africa. They 
represent that in going to Southern Europe they 
can touch at the western coast of Africa. They | 
further ask that provision may be made for the 

withdrawal of our African squadron. They rep- |, 
resent that if Congress, as they assert, has the | 
constitutional power, it should grant some en- | 
couragement for the purpose of colonization, and || 
that then State Legislatures would lend their aid, 
and the free blacks would be removed from the 
country. { have a strong sympathy with so or 


position to carry into full and complete effect the 
enterprise contemplated in his memorial, the prin- 
ciples of which have been adopted in a report 





Mr. Thompson is both well and favorably known 
to most of the members of this body as well as to 
the country, I forbear to occupy the time of the 
| Senate in performing a work of supererogation. 
; ‘The resolutions were referred to the Committee 
| on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. COOPER also presented resolutions from 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, in favor of the 
distribution of the reports of the decisions of the 
Supreme Court of the United States: which were 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
asking a modification of the tariff; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee un Finance. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a petition from Sam- 
uel K. Rose, and other citizens of Trenton, New 
Jersey, asking that no further legislation may be 
had on the patent laws during the present session, 
nor until the subject has been examined by a spe- 
| cial committee. 


place, asking the same; both of which were or- 
|| dered to lie on the table. 
‘| Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of Ab- 
ner Hancock, asking to be allowed arrears of 
nsion; which was referred to the Committee on 
ensions. 
Mr. WALKER. I present the memorial and 
accompanying papers of Amos Kendall and John 
E. Kendall, asking the eee of their claims 


Committee on Commerce, to which I move that | against the Western Cherokees. 


ubereferred. The sourcefrom which it emanates 





the company are in possession of a number of the | 
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_made to the House of Representatives. But as | 


Also, from inventors and mechanics of the same | 


ii The memorial and report go on to show wherein | 
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the action of Congress has done and will do them 
injustice in withholding money due to them from 
the Indians for services rendered to them, not only 
in procuring the allowance of their claim, but for 
services rendered in other respects for which they 
stipulated to pay. Of the merits of this case I 
know nothing. [t has been sent to me to present, 
and | do so cheerfully, as itwas on my motion that 
the amendment was adopted which Mr. Kendall 
thinks does him imjustice. I move the reference 


of the memorial and accompanying papers to the 
Committee on ladian Affairs. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the petition of farmers 
and gardeners in Washington cotinty, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, asking the enactment of a law 
to protect them against the trespasses of gunners 
and others, and an appropriation for the impreve- 
ment of the road from Benning’s bridge to the city; 
which was referred to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Also, from ciuzens of Pennsylvania, asking such 
modification of the bounty land law as will secure 
one hundred and sixty acres of land to those that 
served in the war of 1812; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of ‘citizens 
of New York, very numerously signed, asking that 
courts may be empowered w declare pitents ilegal 
when proved. to be so; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. CHASE. I present a memorial of citizens 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, asking a donation of land for 
the Ohio and Mississippi railroad, and the Cincin- 
nati and Belpre railroad. 

The memorial refers to an important link in the 
great chain of communication between the Adan- 
tic and the Pacific. But 1 understand from the 
chairman of the Committee on the Public Lands 
that that committee has adopted a principle not 
to recommend any appropriations @f the public 
lands for the purpose of aiding an incorporated 
company. Ido not myself see any great distine- 
tion between appropriating land by way of a 
grant to a State, then to be granied by the State to 
a company, and appropriaung the lands to the 
company in the first instance. But, as such has 
been the decision of the commitee, | move that the 
memorial be received and laid upon the table. I 
make these remarks that the petitioners may un- 
derstand the reason for sucha disposition. ; 

‘The memorial was laid upon the table. 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was ordered 
that the widow and heirs of Robert H. Morris 
have leave to withdraw their petition and papers. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred House bil! 
entitled ** An act to enable Jacob Banta to locate 
two revolutionary military land certficates,"’ re- 
ported back the same without amendment, and 
recommended its passage, 

Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which were referred the petition and papers in 
the case of William Brown, submitted a report in 
writing, which was ordered to be printed, accom- 
panied by a bill for the relief of William Brown, 
which was read and pussed to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee to which was 
referred the petition of Charles Taylor, asking a 
pension on account of wounds received inthe late 
war with Great Britain, submitted a report, which 
was ordered to be printed, accompanied by a bill 
for the relief of Charles Taylor, which was read 
and passed to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Francis Fowler, asking a 
pension or other pecuniary aid, submitted a re- 
port, which was ordered to be printed, advefse to 
the prayer of the petitioner. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Sarah Ladd, asking a pen- 
sion, submitted a report, which was ordered to be 
printed, adverse to the prayer of the petitioner, 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Rebecca Bright, widow of 
Jacob Bright, who was killed in the public service, 
submitted a report, which was ordered to be print- 
ed, adverse to the prayer of the petitioner, on the 
ground that her husband was neither by enlist- 
ment or appointment attached to either the army 
or navy, but simply an employé, and the cornmit- 
tee cannot sanction the policy of extending the 
pension laws to such casgs. 
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Mr. HLALE, frrm the Committee on Pensions, 
to whieh was referred the memorial of Chambers 
C. Mullia, a soldier in the late war with Mexico, 
asking an increase of pension, submitted a report, 


which was ordered to be printed, accompanied b 


a bill for the relief of Chambers ©. Mullin, which || 


was read and passed toa second reading. 


Also, from the satae committee, to which was | 
referred the petition of Mary W. Ketchum, wid- | 


ow of Thomas Ketchum, asking to be allowed a 
,ensi0n, submitted a report, which was ordered to 
»e printed, accompanied by a bill for the relief of 
Mary W. Ketchum, whieh was read and passed 
to a second reading. 

Also, from thé same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of John B. White, asking that 
a certain amount of invalid money may be refund- 
ed, submitted a report, which was ordered to be 
vrinted, accompanied by a bill for the relief of the 
lin of Robert White, which was read and passed 
to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 


j 
‘ 
} 


referred the petition of Hector St.John Beetley, ' 


asking to be allowed arrears of pensions, sub- 
mitted a report, which was ordered to be printed, 
adverse to the prayer of the petitioner. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Eleazar Williams, asking 
a pension for services rendered during the war 
with Great Britain, submitted a report, which was 
ordered to be printed, adverse to the prayer of the 
petutioner. 

Also, from the same commaittee, to which was 
referred the petition of Mary Ann C. Berger, 
widow of the late John Thomas Berger, first en- 

ineer of the United States transport Secretary 

Valker, during the war with Mexico, asking to 

be allowed a pension, submitted a report, which 
was ordered to be printed, adverse to the prayer 
of the petition. 

Also, frome the same committee, to which was 
referred the resolution of the Senate, to inquire 
into the expediency of making certain amend- 
ments to the act for the relief of Charlotte Lynch, 
aubmitted a report, which was ordered to be 
printed, asking to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same; which was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of the widow and children 
of Samuel Gray, representatives and coheirs of 
Ebenezer Gray, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to aid in the 
construction of a railroad from Martinsville by 
Morgantown to Franklin, in the State of Indiana, 
reported back the same with amendments. 


LANDS OF SIOUX INDIANS. 


On motion by Mr. BELL, the Senate proceeded 


to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill to authorize the President to purchase certain 
lands from the half-breed Sioux Indians. 

Mr. BELL then submitted an amendment, 
which was ordered to be printed; and the bill was 
laid on the table. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

A messave was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Youne, their Clerk: 

Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives have 
passed biNs of the following titles, in which they request 
ihe concurrence of the Senate : 

House bill No. 434, An act making appropriations for the 
support of the Military Academy for the year ending the 
30th June, PRO. 

House bill No. 445, An act making appropriations for the 
payment of revolutionary and other pensioners ofthe United 
States for the year ending the 30th June, 1852. 

These bills were severally read a first and sec- 
ond tine by their titles, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 

Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Reeolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be re- 


quested to report whether any, and if so what, legislation is | 


necessary or expedient to enable the accounting officers of 
the Treasury to settle the accounts of the late acting super- 
intendent of Indian affairs for the State of Michigan. 

Mr. MASON submitted the following resolu” 
uoen; which was considered by unanimous consent» 
and agreed to: 


Resoleed, That the Committee ov Naval Affairs be in- — 











structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing by law 





allowed to navy agents at the principal naval etationa in the 


United States. 


| MISSOURL RAILROAD. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill to grant to the State of Mis- 
souri the tight of way, and a portion of the public 
land, for the purpose of aiding in making a rail- 
road from St. Louis to the western limits of said 
| State. 

Mr. ATCHISON. This bill is of precisely the 
same character as other bills which have passed 
the Senate. It gives alternate sections of the pub- 
lic land; but I presume it is unnecessary to enter 
into any explanation of its provisions. I pro- 

| pose, however, to amend the bill by striking out 
from the fourth section the words: 


* And the said road shall be and remain a public high- 
way for the use of the Government of the United States, 


free from toll or other charge upon the transportation of || 


, 


any property or troops of the United States’’?— 
And inserting the following: 

** And that the said railroad, when completed, shall be 
subject to carryin the ears of the road the troops, munitions 
of war, and army supplies of the United States, at rates not 
exceeding the lowest rates paid by individuals tor like ser- 
vices ; and the public mails shall be at all times transported 
thereon under the direction of the General Post Office De 
partment, at such fair prices as Congress may direct, or the 
company and the Postmaster General agree upon.”? 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I now moveto strike out 
the last section of the bill, which is in these 
words: 

“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the United 
States mail, shall at at all times be transported on said rail- 
road, under the direction of the Post Office Departinent, a 
such prices as Congress may by law direct.’’ 

This section is unnecessary, as ample provision 
is made by the amendment which has already 
been adopted. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BRADBURY. [should like to hear from 
the Senator from Missouri what quantity of land 
is appropriated by this bill, and what the whole 
amount will be that will have been appropriated to 
the State of Missouri, if this and other bills which 
have passed the Senate shall become laws? 

Mr. ATCHISON. I havenot madea calcula- 
tion of the number of acres, but this railroad will 
nét exceed two hundred and eighty or three hun- 
dred miles in length. 

Mr. WALKER. What is the other? 

Mr. ATCHISON. About one hundred and 
eight miles, and the bill gives alternate sections. 

The bill was reported toAhe Senate, the amend- 
ments made as in Committee of the Whole were 


concurred in, and the bill was ordered to be en- | 


grossed for a third reading. 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


On the motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the amendment of 
the House of Representatives to the amendment 
of the Senate to the bill to supply deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the service im the fiscal year 
ending the 30th day of June, 1851. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to concur in theamend- 
ment of the House. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. Is it in order to offer an || 


amendment to the amendment of the House? 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair is under the 
‘impression that an amendment of the House to an 


amendment of the Senate is not subject to amend- | 


ment. The only way is to disagree to the amend- 
ment of the House, and to ask a committee of 
conference. It is certainly not in order to offer 


an amendment vo an amendment to an amendment. | 


Mr. WALKER. Iknow what the amendment 
is which the Senator from Arkansas intends to 
propose, ut I am inclined to think that the decis- 
ion of the Chair is not correct; at least, it has 
been differently ruled heretofore. On a former oc- 
casion, when an amendment was made to the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill on my motion, 
it went to the House of Representatives. They 
coneurred in the amendment of the Senate, with 
an amendment. That came back, and it was pro- 
posed to agree to their amendment with an amend- 
ment. The subject was discussed at considerable 
length, and the Chair then decided that the amend- 
ment of the House to the proposition of the Sen- 
ate became a part of the main question, and was 
subject to the amendment. I think, therefore, 








a reasonable increase in the maximuin of commissions now || 
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| that the amendment ef the House is 
of) es “ part of the 
main subject,and subject to amendment. ‘T), 
| was the decision in the case to which I refer 
| The PRESIDENT. The Chair is aware ths, 
there have been several different decisions. And 
as that has been the practice of the Senate th 
| Chair will receive the amendment of the Senator 
aaa : r 
from Arkansas, though it differs from his indiyia 
ual opinion. ; 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Then I move to amend 
_ the amendment of the House by adding to it the 
| following proviso: » 

‘* Provided, ‘That nothing herein contained shall em 
any private claims under any other treaty than that of Ay 
gust 6th, 1846.” 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope that amendment y ill 
not be adopted. I am very sure it cannot pass 
| the House, and I hopethe Senate will not pass iy 
| | hope the Senate will concur in the amendmen: 
| of the House without this amendment. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I hope that the amendniey; 
of the Senator from Arkansas will be adopted 
Whatever difficulty may occur between the two 
| Houses, this is merely a question of justice, and q 
| faithful conformity to the treaty. I think that we 

do not, in making an apprepriation for the satis. 
| faction of the claims of the Cherokees under the 

act of 1846, require a release of all claims whatso- 
| ever, when there are claims which are not pro- 

vided for by the bill, and which do not form q 

part of the subject under consideration. Asgu. 

redly, the House will not contest the ropriety of 
| excluding from the operation of the bil subjects 
which were not in the contemplation of the framers 
| of the bill, and which are not embraced in any one 
| of its provisions, except that which requires a re- 
| lease of the interests of this nation of Indians, | 
think the Senate will see the justice and propriety 
| of the amendment of the Senator from Arkansas, 
Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator from Arkan 
sas and the Senator from Georgia had examined 
'the amendment of the House, they would have 
found that it relates only to national claims, ands 
| national release of national claims on the part of 
| the Cherokee nation. It does not cover the cases 
of private claims under the treaties of 1817 and 
| 1819. It does not exclude them, as I understand 
/ the amendment of the House. It simply binds 
| the nation to relinquish all their national claims 
| In that respect, perhaps, it is not as stringent as 
| the amendment which was sent by the Senate to 
the House. When I first looked at it, I thought 
it was more stringent, but on a careful examina 

| ton I found it was not so stringent. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I entertain a different opinion 
from that expressed by the Senator from Virginia; 
| but it is not necessary to diseuss the diserepancy 
between the amendment of the Senate and the 
amendment of the House. If the proposition of 
| the Senator be correct, that we are but making 
what the Housé intended, of course there can be 
no difficulty, and the amendment of the Senator 
| from Arkansas can do no harm; while, if my con- 
| struction be correct, in passing an appropriation 
| act, which requires a release of claims not provided 
| for in the bill, and not considered at all, we ought 
| to avoid, and the amendment would avoid, posi- 
tive injustice. , 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senatar from Georgia 
does not understand me precisely. I say the House 
| did not intend, and certainly their amendment 
dues not include claims under the treaties of 1811 
| and 1819; but they did intend to exclude claims 
arising under the treaties of 1835, 1836, and 1846. 
This amendment of the Senator from Arkansas 
refers only to the treaty of 1846, and | have no 
| idea that they will agree to it. Indeed, | cannot 
agree to it myself. 
| Mr. SEBASTIAN. The object of this provise 
| is simply to confine the legislation of Congress to 
| the subject-matter which was in dispute between 
| the Cherokees and the United States, and which 
| was the object of the amendment which we sent to 
| the House. Now, it so happens that there are no 
_ claims which are to be adjusted and settled on the 
basis of an appropriation, except those arising 
| under the treaty of 1846. There were no disputed 
| questions arising under other treaties. In the way 
| in which this stands now, it is a proposition to 
| 
| 
| 
| 





impose upon the Cherokees for the payment of 
_ ane debt a condition that they will releaseall other. 
claims upon all former treaties. If I recollect 
_ aright, I think that we had about twelve treaties 
| with the Cherokee nation prior to 1846; and now, 
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